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The ‘College Hall’ an icon to behold, restored and revered  

The Royal College Main Hall, fondly known as the 

“College Hall” to countless Royalists, was constructed 

during the era of 1920 to 1922 and firmly established in 

1923. In the 90 years that ensued, this magnificent 

structure became an icon of love, inspiration and pride 

in the hearts and minds of those who call Royal “home”. 

The grand Victorian architectural design has weathered 

many storms and stood tall against the winds of wear 

and tear.  Time took its toll and began to show its 

presence in the exterior and interior, threatening the 

very existence of this structure. 

Royal College Group of ’95 volunteered to fix the fans in the College Hall and realized that the building 

needed a giant scale restoration. 

Unable to bear the misfortune of these circumstances, the old boy fraternity at Royal stepped forward 

and took it upon their shoulders to restore this symbol of love to her former glory. In the year 2010, an 

initiative was taken by Royal College Union to “repay the debt” by attempting to restore its decaying 

hall and interiors.   

Joining forces with the alumni was the Sri Lanka Army engineers who lent their expertise to guarantee 

that each and every facet of restoration was meticulously done for the building to be safe and 

operational once more. The school administration, distinguished old boys and many old boy groups 

played their respective roles in making this project a great success. 

Today, on this auspicious occasion and in the presence of distinguished old boys and well wishers, the 

renovated hall will be officially unveiled.   
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The august hall has many features endearing to all Royalists, who have ‘learnt of books and men’ and 

learnt to preserve tradition with responsibility and use the facilities of Royal College with consummate 

care. As such, the newly renovated building stands in all her glory, renovated and restored to its 

original specifications, with modern touches that enhance its functionality and artistic beauty. 

The high colonnades and intricate embellishments create an aura of aesthetic beauty and majesty 

whilst stern portraits of all its founders, forefathers, and principals instill a sense of discipline and 

reverence. Portraits that have been beautifully restored and placed in its due place, gaze down upon 

the Royal Legacy with admiration and approval.  State-of-the-art technology has inter-twined with the 

golden cords of blue and gold, in the tapestry of Royal history and has augmented its modern voice.  

The latest technological systems lend aid to the professional ethos of all Royalists, who take pride in 

perfection. 

Thus it is with a great sense of love, duty and pride that all Royalists involved in this noble restora tive 

project can be justly proud and happy that their iconic building, the Royal ‘Crown Jewel’ is preserved 

and presented as a ‘gift ‘ to the present day Royalists. 

For Royalists who have won a place on the prize boards, their names are etched in forever and serve as 

an example for present students to emulate. Standing or sitting in the hall, the echoes of time 

applauding silently. The applause heightens. 

Today, those who bear witness to this momentous occasion are in the present where the past and the 

future have joined in the corridors of time at the Royal College Hall. With the college crest placed high 

on the polished wood, the curtain in place, new chairs ready for an audience of 600, the beauty and 

the grandeur of the hall invade the senses. 

The Royal College Hall stands in all its majesty, an icon and symbol at Royal College. It is the symbolic 

crown jewel of architectural grandeur, a legacy to all present Royalists, a symbol of pride for all past 

Royalists. 

For more pictures visit http://www.facebook.com/media/set/?set=oa.10151579822354322&type=1  

 

 

 

 

http://www.facebook.com/media/set/?set=oa.10151579822354322&type=1
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Royal icon regains its past glory 

The first official function at the newly restored 

Royal College Main Hall took place on May 08, 

2013, marking a momentous occasion in the 

history of the school and its alumni, the Royal 

College Union (RCU) 

The fifth Council Meeting of the RCU for the 

year 2012/2013 o was conducted on a historical 

note at the newly renovated College Hall. The 

occasion was momentous as the meeting was held at the venue after 14 long years. Since 1999, all 

Council Meetings and Annual General Meetings of the RCU have been held at the Navarangahala due 

to the inability of utilizing the college hall. It is now being restored to its former glory and is fully 

functional once again. As such the next AGM of the RCU will also be held in this august hall on July 13, 

2013. 

The meeting marked an exceptional milestone in the history of Royal College as well as the RCU as it 

signifies one of many instances when the old Royalists have rallied round to ensure the legacy of Royal 

is continued for the benefit of present and future generations. 

Fondly known as the college hall, with its high roofed ceiling, wood paneling, prize boards, black and 

white portraits of founders and forefathers, delicate wall carvings, wooden seating, regal entrances 

and stately panes, all of which reflects the majesty that is held within its pale white walls, creates a 

vivid picture in each Royalists mind when they hear the word “Royal”, as this is the building that is 

most remembered with love. 

The meeting was conducted by the Secretary RCU, Chaired by the Principal Mr.Upali Gunasekera and 

included council members as well as special invitees who were key stake holders in the accomplished 

task. The distinguished old Royalists who visited the hall, no doubt took a walk down the memory lane 

reminiscing of the times past when the hall 

had echoed with stories of victory and 

defeat, important events, prize giving 

ceremonies and many other key functions. 
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These old boys whose determination, support and 

love for college served as ‘foundation stones’ of the 

restoration project and all those who were loyal 

stake-holders to this common task were 

commended in all their efforts. It was a poignant 

moment for all of them as they realized that present 

and future Royalists would be able to create 

memories just like they had when they were young, 

as a result of their painstaking and exacting efforts. 

 

Principal Mr. Upali Gunasekara and Secretary RCU Mr. Manju Ariyaratne in their respective speeches, 

appreciated and admired the gigantic efforts that lay behind the success of this project stakeholders of 

which included the various old boy groups, alumni, well-wishers and  specially the Sri Lanka Army 

whose strenuous labors made this project a reality. The commander of the Sri Lanka Army, Lt. Gen. 

Jagath Jayasuriya was also invited to attend the meeting and was applauded by the members of the 

council for his unwavering support for his alma-mater. On a proposal by Deshamanya Ken Balendra 

(Vice President - RCU) the house accorded a standing ovation to the Principal, Mr.Upali Gunasekera 

and Secretary of the RCU, Mr. Manju Ariyaratne, for shouldering the responsibility of successful 

completion of this gigantic project. 

For more pictures of the Council Meeting, visit 

https://www.facebook.com/media/set/?set=a.255509937928055.1073741837.100004071533787&typ

e=3 

 

 

  

https://www.facebook.com/media/set/?set=a.255509937928055.1073741837.100004071533787&type=3
https://www.facebook.com/media/set/?set=a.255509937928055.1073741837.100004071533787&type=3
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All Island School Western and Eastern Band Competition  

On Saturday May 4, Reid avenue reverberated to the sound of a hundred drums, as the oldest and 

most prestigious occupant of Reid Avenue, Royal College, hosted the ‘All Island Schools Western & 

Eastern Band Competition’ for the Lt Col MAC Perera RSP memoria l trophy. 

Organized by the Old Royalists’ Cadet Band Association (ORCBA) one of the aesthetically oriented Old 

Boys’ arms of the Royal College Union (RCU), the competition featured Western, Eastern and Melodica 

bands of 62 schools in the country. 

Formed with the intension of connecting past and present cadets via the passion they share for their 

music, ORCBA (www.orcba.lk ) believes that the union of the school senior bands across the nation will 

pave way for camaraderie to learn and elevate individual standards by pitting against each other in a 

colourful display of their shared enthusiasm. 

The competition is held in honor of Lieutenant Colonel M.A.C. Perera who was ‘Sergeant Major of the 

Royal College Cadet Band’ in 1985/86. He was also credited as one of Royal sons who had served in the 

Sri Lanka Army and made the supreme sacrifice in defending our motherland in the battlefield in 1996.  

This was an initiative to encourage the young talents of the nation by motivating the discipline and 

grace of musicians in-the-making, which will undoubtedly mold them into well-rounded citizens. 
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Results of the competition are as follows. 
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Meanwhile, a media briefing on this competition was held on April 3rd in the presence of electronic 

and print media partners.  Speaking at the briefing "This competition is special because it will be held 

under the Western and Eastern categories and will be open for both boys and girls. I believe that 

through this competition children will gain an interest towards music which is a universal language," 

said Principal Mr Upali Gunasekara whose valuable guidance has been an inspiration for ORCBA in 

taking this initiative forward. 

In the year 1881 during the tenor of Principal Mr. John B. Cull initiated the “Boys  Brigade”. Since then 

the spirit of it has spread far and wide throughout the college network in reaching its present status.  

In 1979 the Royal College Cadet Band (RCBC) was formed headed by  Sgt. R K G Yahampath and Lt.R P 

M Gamage as the first officer in charge. The troop proudly represents Royal College in a number of 

national level ceremonies, guards of honors and annual competition camps. RCCB won the first place in 

the annual band competition held in 1983 at Ananda Shasthralaya. They have also won the prestigious 

Maj.Gen T I Weeratunga  challenge Trophy (Presented for the champions in the all island Cadet Band 

competition) in 09 occasions and holds the National Cadet Corps record for winning the title for four 

consecutive years. 

Since then the Royal College Cadet Band has endured many trials and tribulations and had emerged 

victorious many times as an example to the famous phrase of the college anthem “They kept thy fame 

in violet”.  

For more pictures of the competition, visit  

https://www.facebook.com/media/set/?set=a.361108207334586.1073741866.138111286300947&typ

e=3 

  

https://www.facebook.com/media/set/?set=a.361108207334586.1073741866.138111286300947&type=3
https://www.facebook.com/media/set/?set=a.361108207334586.1073741866.138111286300947&type=3
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The D.S. Senanayake Shield returns to Royal College after six years 

The 134th Battle of the Blues 

was truly a momentous 

milestone in the antiquity of 

Royal College. Devind 

Pathmanathan and his team 

succeeded in securing a well 

deserved win over S. Thomas' 

College by 7 wickets at the SSC 

on Saturday March 9 at the SSC 

grounds. 

 

It has taken six years of drawn matches since the STC won the shield in 2007 and the triumph was just 

reward for the Royal side which approached the match with positive intent and completely outplayed 

their opponents in all aspects of the game with supreme team effort. The composure and the body 

language of the Royalists amply exhibited their hunger for this victory. Although the weather gods 

were not so kind during the last session of play during the first two day, the Royalists never let loose 

the grip they got on the Thomians. 

 

It had been a long and hard march through rough weather and troubled waters but the Royal Cricket 

Squad made sweat, toil and tears turn into jubilation, joy and pride as they completed the task that 

was the expectation of many generations of young and old Royalist. 

The blue – gold and blue – black cricket enthusiasts came pouring in to the SSC on the March 9 and 

little had they known that they were about to witness the match of the decade. The atmosphere was 

like no other school boy cricket match as one could only see flashes of blue, gold and black in all 

directions. The blaring papare made it almost impossible to hear the loud chorus of cheers that 

originated from both the Royalists and Thomians in unison. The scorching or the threats of rain did not 

dishearten any of the players let alone the die-hard cricket fans that inhibited the grounds during the 

three days of excitement. 

The opening ceremony on March 7 was attended by Principal Royal College Mr Upali Gunasekara, 

Warden St. Thomas College Dr Indra De Soysa, Mr Dumindra Rathanayaka CEO Etiselat Lanka,  

organizing committees, old and present Royalists and  Thomians. 
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The first day saw Royal win the toss and elect to field, which set the tone for a brilliant bowling 

performance by Royal with Chamika Karunaratne standing out with a first innings tally of 5 wickets, but 

STC fought back through a classy knock of 74 by Devin Jayasinghe. Devin's performance managed only 

to prolong a Thomian collapse as the team eventually were dismissed for 192 in the 73rd over. Royal's 

run chase began extremely positively as Roanaka Ahangama and Isuru Gunatillake put up 11 runs in 

just 1.2 overs and then saw the rain pour down to halt a day of dominating performances for Royal.  

 

Day two saw the Royal openers continuing to bat confidently as Roanaka Ahangama produced some 

wonderful strokes to keep the Royal innings moving forward. Isuru Gunati llake was dismissed early but 

Roanaka continued to a blistering 40 and was disappointingly dismissed before reaching his half 

century. Sampath de Silva and the in - form Hashen Ramanayake steadied the Royal innings putting on 

a 85 run partnership before Ramanayake was dismissed for a well played 43 just after the lunch break. 

Heshan Kumarasiri joined the well set Sampath de Silva at the crease to put on a useful partnership of 

31 runs. But both batsmen were dismissed in quick succession. De Silva was on his  way to a 

tremendous Royal - Thomian century but couldn't resist the temptation to step out to the bowling of 

Ravindu Thilakarathne and was stumped by Sanesh De Mel on 64. Next in were Milan Abeysekera and 

Poorna Aluthge. Milan being the highest run scorer of the season raced to his half century, destroying 

the Thomian bowling on the way while Poorna also made life very difficult for the bowlers.  

 

They put on a brilliant 72 together in just 12 overs but just as Milan reached his 50, the rains thundered 

down putting an end to another day of brilliant Royal performances. No doubt the Royal camp was 

disheartened as they lost an entire session. The scoreboard read 260/5 which gave Royal a lead of 68.  

 

Many would have analyzed the lead to be 

insufficient but Royal were going for the win 

from the very beginning and made an 

overnight declaration looking to increase 

their chances of bringing back the shield. 

The Thomian second innings saw a very 

similar fate awaiting them as they lost 5 

wickets in the first session once again. 

Hashen Ramanayake who opened the 

bowling in the absence of the injured Anupa 

Tillakatratne picked up Nipuna Gamage in 
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his 3rd over and went on to dismiss the dangerous Devin Jayasinghe 00 as well. Thomian Captain Javed 

Bongso could not match up to Chamika Karunaratne's bowling as he fell LBW for 19 in a similar fashion 

to the first innings where he fell for 05 to the same bowler. Sanesh De Mel being the last senior player 

at the crease took on the responsibility of bringing about a Thomian resistance, but as he kept steady, 

there was chaos around him as all his partners fell in relatively small gaps. De Mel was on 49 as he tried 

to steal a quick single, but his partner I. Kularathne couldn't make it to the other end as he was run out 

ending the Thomian innings for a mere 132. Royal needed 65 to win with 45 overs left in the day. Royal 

moved fast scoring at 6 runs an over as grey clouds were looming just behind the scoreboard. The 

quick pace cost Royal 3 wickets, but Royal reached the target very comfortably in just 10.5 overs as 

Milan Abeysekera sliced the ball through point to score the winning boundary. 

 

The crowd went wild and stormed into the grounds in celebration of a RIGHT ROYAL VIC TORY. The 

Thomians gracefully accepting defeat was seen congratulating their arch rivals exhibiting the 

longstanding friendships that exist between these two great institutions, whilst the Royalists too were 

humble in their victory. Devind Pathmanathan received the award for Best Fielder. Devin Jayasinghe 

picked up Best Batsman being the highest run scorer in the game and Chamika Karunaratne picked up 

Best Bowler and Man of the Match for his outstanding performance with a match bag of 9/87.  

In tradition and spirit, the Royalists and Thomians showcased the true spirit of good sportsmanship and 

comradeship at its 134 Battle of the Blues. 

Floreat! 

For more pictures of the Right Royal Victory, visit 

https://www.facebook.com/media/set/?set=a.339508879494519.1073741834.138111286300947&typ

e=3 

 

 

  

https://www.facebook.com/media/set/?set=a.339508879494519.1073741834.138111286300947&type=3
https://www.facebook.com/media/set/?set=a.339508879494519.1073741834.138111286300947&type=3
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Match Summary 

S. Thomas’ College 1st Innings 193 all out in 73.2 overs  

Devin Jayasinghe 74 
R. Thilakarathne 26* 
Helakamal Nanayakkara 24 
Chamika Karunarathne 5/55 
Poorna Aluthge 2/22 
 

Royal College 1st Innings 260/5 dec. in 63 overs 

Sampath De Silva 64  

Milan Abeysekara 50* 

Hashen Ramanayake 43 

Raonaka Ahangama 40 

Kularatne 2/44 

Helakamal Nanayakkara 1/28 

 

S. Thomas’ College 2nd Innings 132 all out in 58.5 overs 

Sanesh De Mel 49* 

Deelaka Herath 25 

Javed Bongso 19  

Chamika Karunarathne 4/32 

Hashen Ramanayake 2/36 

 

Royal College 1st Innings 66/3 in 10.5 overs 

Milan Abeysekera 22* 

Roanaka Ahangama 16 

Sampath de Silva 13 

Isuru Gunatillake 12 

 

Result - Royal Win   
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Icing on the cake for Royal 

Riding high on their victory at the 134th 

Battle of the Blues, Royal Cricketers out 

played their arch rivals once again to bring 

home the Mustangs Trophy, with a victory 

margin of 88 runs on March 16. 

 

It has been one of the most eventful 

weekends in the history of Royal College. 

Last weekend Royal claimed the D.S. 

Senenayake Trophy at the 134th Battle of the Blues. Summing up the wins for Royal Cricket this season, the 

Royal Cricket Squad succeeded in claiming dibs on the 38th Mustangs Trophy by breaking the 23-year-old jinx of 

taking double victory over S. Thomas at these two annual encounters.  

 

With the weather looking promising for both teams and the fresh crowd of cricket fans gathered at SSC asking 

for another spectacular round of the gentlemen’s game, the clash for the 38th Mustangs Trophy proved to be 

just that, another spectacular round of cricket. 

 

Winning the toss, the Thomians invited the Royalists to take the first lease of the wicket. The track attested to 

be a tremendous surface to bat on as Shaminda Dias who replaced Isuru Gunatillake started off strong, with 

Raoanaka Ahangamage, making quick runs off the bowlers. Dias fell for 17 but did not halt the Royal innings as 

Raonaka kept things going at a steady pace along with Sampath de Silva. Raoanaka was almost reaching out for 

the half century when he got bowled over at 48. S. Thomas' breathed a sigh of relief as the dangerous Raoanaka 

left the field, but their relief proved to be short lived as the well set Sampath along with Hashen Ramanayake 

kept the runs ticking at above 6 an over. 

 

Royal sped through to 100 runs in just 17 overs losing only 2 wickets and then 150 runs in just 25 overs. 

Thomians sensing danger upped their game and dismissed Sampath; LBW for 47 two overs later. Heshan 

Kumarasiri joined Hashen at which point it was safe to say that the Thomian struggle had just seen day light. 

Both batsman made sure to make each and every hit count by sending the ball towards the boundary as we ll as 

ticking the score board over with the one's and two's. 

 

Royal reached 200 runs by its 33rd over and looked set to put up a more than competitive total. Hashen and 

Heshan kept the run rate at above 6 an over and in no time, Hashen reached his half century with a simple back 

- foot push to point becoming the the 4th Royal player to enter the 40's  until his stumps rattled at 43.  

 

 

Next man in, Milan Abeysekara with his entry brought about a flurry of strokes all around the ground from both 

ends of the pitch. Milan made a quick 24 before being dismissed but Hashen was well set at this point and was in 

full control, bringing the 250 mark with a 6 over mid on and then the 300 mark with a cracking drive through the 

covers in the 47th over. Marking his century with a simple flick on to the leg side, Hashen become the 5th player 
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and the 4th Royalist in the Royal - Thomian one day series to score a century. Hashen was dismissed for 116 

marking a whopping highest individual score in the one day series.  

 

At this point Royal had also surpassed the highest team total and went on to score a mammoth total of 330 for 

the loss of 7 wickets in their allotted 50 overs. 

 

S. Thomas' had before them a great mountain to climb, and losing a wicket on the 2nd ball should not hav e been 

a part of the plan, but Chamika Karunaratne was still in blazing form with the ball and picked up the wicket with 

ease. 6 overs later, Chamika struck again bowling T. Sumanasiri out for just 8. S. Thomas' had a shaky start with 

just 24 runs on the board for the loss of two wickets when danger man Devin Jayasinghe took his post. Devin's 

entrance steadied the Thomian innings, but as he remained constant, his partners were unable to bring about 

much change as the performances were insufficient to keep such a high required run rate going. N. Gamage 

made a useful 32. Thomian Skipper Javed Bongso came in down the order and played some aggressive strokes, 

but was dismissed for 15 for the third consecutive time off Chamika's bowling. 30 overs in to the game, 

Sachintha Jayatillake and Devin brought about a turn of events as Sachintha began to swing for the fences, 

sending the likes of Captain Devind Pathmanathan's bowling sailing over mid on to crash in to the SSC pavilion 

walls. Devin continued his good form from the three day game as he had scored his half century and looked to 

be the first player in the series to score two consecutive centuries at the Mustangs Trophy Encounter.  

 

 

The Thomian crowds gathered along the boundary in anticipation of this repeat performance but to the shock of 

Royalists and Thomians alike, there was pandemonium at the SSC as Devin's drive on 99 was miss - timed and hit 

straight into the hands of Devind Pathmanathan who held on to a comfortable caught & bowled. At this point 

the asking rate was over 12 runs an over and Sachintha had only one way to go and that was up. It was raining 

huge 6's all around the ground as Sachintha reached his half century but his efforts were too little too late as he 

fell to Harith Samarasinghe. 

 

Royal's win was inevitable at this point, as S. Thomas' had reached a respectable total, braking another record; 

highest aggregate runs scored by both teams, but they needed over 90 runs to win with just an over left. The 

team tried hard to help Chamika reach an amazing milestone of 5 wickets at the Mustangs Trophy, setting a field 

of 9 slips to the helpless Thomian batsmen with 2 balls to go, but Chamika was unable to pick his 5th scalp. The 

over enthusiastic crowd rushed the field with one ball to go forgetting a wide bowled earlier in the over. 
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After clearing the crowds the final delivery was bowled and the score board read 'S. Thomas' College 242/8 in 50 

overs' as Royal recorded a historic win, bringing home the D.S. Senanayake Shield and the Mustangs Trophy  

together after 23 years. 

 

Best Batsman STC - Devin Jayasinghe 

Best Batsman RC - Raoanaka Ahangamage 

Best Bowler STC - Ravindu Tillakaratne 

Best Bowler RC - Chamika Karunaratne 

Best Performance by a Fresher - Sachintha Jayatillake (STC) 

Man of the Match - Hashen Ramanayake 

 

Royal 330/7 in 50 overs 

Hashen Ramanayake 116 

Raoanaka Ahangamage 48 

Sampath de Silva 47 

Heshan Kumarasiri 43 

S. Thomas' 242/8 in 50 overs 

Chamika Karunaratne 4/38 

Harith Samarasinghe 2/51 

 

Result - Royal Win 

 

For more pictures of the 38th Mustang’s trophy, visit, 

https://www.facebook.com/media/set/?set=a.341282572650483.1073741838.138111286300947&typ

e=3 

   

https://www.facebook.com/media/set/?set=a.341282572650483.1073741838.138111286300947&type=3
https://www.facebook.com/media/set/?set=a.341282572650483.1073741838.138111286300947&type=3


 

19 
 

ROYAL COLLEGE UNION e News 

Unparalleled O/L results at Royal! 

Royal College has achieved unprecedented results in the GCE Ordinary Level Examination held in 

December last year (2012) under the guidance and leadership of Principal Mr Upali Gunasekara and 

with the dedication of the able faculty of teachers. Out of 650 students sitting for the exam in all three 

mediums, 141 students have achieved A’s in all nine subjects (9A's). 104 students have received 8A’s 

and 74 have received 7A’s which marks a 50% of the overall students who have succeeded in getting 

7A’s and above. It is noteworthy to mention that Dasun Jayasinha of Royal College has achieved the All 

Island Best results at the GCE O Level exams. 

This excellent accomplishment positions Royal College at the pinnacle of secondary education and 

highlight many positive factors which are facilitated further by the wholehearted support of the 

teachers, alumni and parents. The results also speak volumes of the facilities and teaching amenities of 

the college which are geared to cater to students achieving their maximum potential. 

The results follow the unprecedented AL results marked during the beginning of the year when 134 out 

of 680 students achieved A’s in all three subjects (3A's) which was yet again a milestone in college 

history. 

Principal Mr Upali Gunasekara conveys his pleasure in the efforts of the students who have worked 

hard to bring pride to their alma mater. He also admires the dedication of the teachers whose 

patience, skills and motivation that is no doubt been mirrored forth in thes e excellent scores. The 

participation of the old boy fraternity and the parents as responsible stake holders has been a great 

inspiration to the students and has instilled discipline and a desire to succeed in them. 

RCG ’81; 50 years and counting 

In celebrating their 50th Anniversary and 44 grand years of being part of the Royal heirloom, members 

of the Royal College Group of ’81 gathered at Royal College on March 12 to cherish fond memories of 

their school boy career. RCG ’81 members, Principal Mr Upali Gunasekara, Secretary RCU Mr Manju 

Ariyaratne and close to 45 past teachers who had served college in the years of 1969 – 1982 were 

present at the felicitation function. Apart from reliving and reminiscing their glory days at college with 

their much respected teachers and batch mates, the group made a generous financial contribution by 

handing over a cheque worth Rs 750, 000/=  towards the lighting of the college main hall.  

A day ahead of the traditional big match, the members held a Dinner Dance at Cinnamon Grand. It was 

an evening of fun, frolic and laughter as the members of the RCG'81 brought in their dancing talents to 

the floor along with the spouses, family and friends. Undoubtedly the event was a launching pad for 

the celebrations that unraveled in the preceding three days with the Right Royal victory the college 

cricketers secured. 
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Junior Royalists Felicitate the Seniors 

 

With the D S Senanayake Trophy back at Royal after an absence of six years, the under 15 Royal 

cricketers took it upon themselves to show their appreciation and felicitated the senior cricketers in a 

gesture that has not been witnessed in the past. The event took place two days ahead of the Mustangs 

Trophy game. 

 

The felicitation ceremony was held on March 14 at the Junior Pavilion where Devind and his team had 

started their school boy cricket career. No doubt memories of tough training sessions, the scorching 

sun, sacrifices made, friends gained, matches won and matches lost bought back nostalgic memories to 

Devind and the victorious team, adding to the sentimental value of the gesture extended by the Under 

15 Squad.   

 

Principal Mr Upali Gunasekara, Senior Games Masters, Masters in Charge, Secretary RCU, Coaches 

along with the Cricket Advisory Committee of the Royal College Union (RCU) were present to witness 

this unique gesture of honoring valor, spirit and unity of the Royal Cricket Squad. Indeed this gesture 

was a first of its kind where the Under 15 team extended their appreciation and respect for the 1st XI 

team for their excellent achievements. 

 

 “Without a doubt, this gesture to recognize the brilliant performance of the team shows the true spirit 

of school cricket. The team is confident of their encounter with the Thomians at the Mustangs Trophy 

but as in all 50 over matches, anything can happen” said Mr Dilip Somaratne, the Director Cricket at 

Royal.  
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RCG 2004 Felicitates Niluka; Launches website 

March 9, 2013 would turn out to be a momentous and historic day for Royal College Group of 2004 

(RCG'2004). 

 

The group felicitated their batch mate Sri Lankan Olympian, Niluka Karunaratne and launched the 

group's official website (www.rc2004.lk) at the SSC, during the final day of the "134th Battle of the 

Blues". 

 

The objective of the new website is to form a focal point in bringing the batch mates together and 

informing group members of batch events, projects and news. With many of the batch mates of the 

RCG’04 gaining national and international limelight through their achievements, rc2004.lk would be 

able to inform its group members who are now based in many parts of the world and keep everyone 

up-to-date.        

 

 The RCG’04 in keeping with its tradition organized the “Batch Tent” for the 6th consecutive year at the 

Etisalat Ground Floor enclosure on the Sinhalese Sports Club grounds in Colombo. In the morning of 

this eventful day at 11.00am the group hosted a felicitation ceremony of their batch mate Niluka 

Karunaratne, the Sri Lankan Badminton champion who led the Sri Lankan contingent to the 2012 

London Olympics and the launch of the www.rc2004.lk website at their batch tent. 

 

Almost a decade after leaving the college, members of RCG’04 who have taken to various professional 

disciplines in their careers gathered under the banner of blue and gold to reunite and had the good 

fortune of witnessing history in the making.     
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ORHRPA organizes Motivational Programme aimed at AL students 

 

An inspirational/motivational programme for the 

A/L 2013 Batch was conducted by Mr Dhammika 

Kalapuge, one of Sri Lanka’s most sought after 

trainers, on February 18 at Navarangahala. This 

was organized by the Career Guidance, 

Employment Exposure and Placement Sub-

Committee of the Old Royalists’ HR Professionals’ 

Association (ORHRPA), one of RCU’s affiliated 

bodies. This extremely successful programme was 

attended by the 2013 A/L batch with the 

attendance of Principal Mr Upali Gunasekara, the senior management of the College, Mr Kamal 

Abeysinghe, Chairman EDEX and RCU officials.  The participants found the presentation very useful and 

thought provoking and requested the ORHRPA to explore the possibilities to get his services again for 

the College. 

 

Mr Kalapuge is the Principal Management Consultant/Trainer of SIPCOM – 1 (Pvt) Limited, a company 

involved in Total People Development. During the last decade he has conducted about 2,000 

inspirational workshops in Management, Entrepreneurial Development, Customer Care, Service 

Excellence, Relationship Marketing and Motivation to nearly 400 leading public and private sector 

institutions both in Sri Lanka and overseas, benefiting over 90,000 participants. 

 

Addressing the gathering, President of ORHRPA, Mr Prabhash Hettiarachchi mentioned that the main 

objective of this programme was to motivate and inspire the young Royalists who would sit for the 

Advance Level examination this year. Further, he mentioned that this was the first session of a series of 

lectures and workshops lined up under the competency development programme designed to mould 

the students to be better citizens and better Royalists who would flourish the good name and fame of 

Royal College irrespective of the study path or profession they select. Principal Mr Upali Gunasekara 

advised and motivated the students to do their best in the next few months before the A/L 

examination and gave a special appreciation to Mr Kalapuge for his honorary services given to the 

College whist commending ORHRPA for the contribution made to its stakeholders .  

.   
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RCOBECA facilitates ICT curriculum for Royalists 

With the generous patronage of the Royal College Old Boys East Coast Association (RCOBECA), the old 

boy fraternity of Royal College Union (RCU) have for the second consecutive year, facilitated the 

contribution of the ICT workbooks for Royalists on 27 March 2013 at the Navarangahala. 

Keeping ahead in the era of Information Technology has been a trade mark of Royal College ever since 

Principal Mr Upali Gunasekara took over in steering Royal to greater heights in 2003. This giant project 

worth Rs 1.4 million was funded entirely by RCOBECA and facilitated ICT books for students of grade 1 

to grade 9. 

The past president of RCOBECA Mr.Chandana Mutukumarana graced the presentation ceremony at the 

invitation of the Principal to represent the east coast alumni affiliate of the RCU. The other 

distinguished guests included Principal Royal College, Deputy Principals, Senior Games Masters, faculty 

and administrative staff, Secretary RCU Mr Manju Ariyaratne, Secretary of the school development 

committee Mr.Upul Jinadasa, Chairman ICT Advisory Committee Mr Ruchira Bomiriya, and the 

members of the ICT Advisory and Management committee of the RCU. 

 Speaking at the occasion Principal Mr.Gunasekara commended the efforts of Old Royalists to equip 

students with the knowledge of IT from the very first level at college. He emphasized that that the 

students should take extra effort in making maximum use of this project which no other school has 

accomplished thus far. “You are very fortunate to be able to learn IT at such a young age. You have the 

capacity to improve skills and knowledge of the ICT and English at Royal and you must make maximum 

use of it” He further noted the efforts carried out by the administration of Royal to enhance English 

skills of young royalists with the recently held scrabble workshop and the future prospects of using ICT 

to improve English. 

 Royal has bagged numerous ICT awards in the recent past, including the “ICT Excellence Award 2012”, 

the “Microsoft most innovative school award” and the Oracle Think Quest award on account of the 

collaborated efforts by the alumni and school administration. 

 Mr Chandana Mutukumarana who represented RCOBECA reminiscenced about the humble beginnings 

of RCOBECA 20 years ago, what it has achieved and expressed his pride in being part of the true spirit 

of Royal alumni; “paying the debt one owes to college” by contributing in projects such as these.  

The support of the old Royal fraternity will be always forthcoming for skills development of present 

generation of Royalists and we expect Royalists to be able to converse in English and be proficient in IT 

when leaving college. Royal College is not about surpassing others. It is about surpassing ourselves so 

that we achieve better than we did yesterday.  

  



 

24 
 

ROYAL COLLEGE UNION e News 

RCDA conducts health screening camp for hostellers 

The Royal College Doctors’ Association (RCDA) conducted the annual health screening program for 

hostellers on 23 March 2013 at the Royal College hostel premises. This program was aimed at 

promoting the health and well-being of the hostellers who stay far away from their homes and parents. 

A program of this nature ensures that these students under hostel care are able to meet the demands 

of the competitive academic and sporting curricula at Royal College. 

A medical record file was opened for each student to document present clinical status and past history 

of illnesses and it was supposed to keep throughout their hostel life and use it whenever they are going 

to seek medical attention. About 200 hostellers were screened, treated and given medicine. The hostel 

staff was also screened for illnesses and relevant medications were dispensed free of charge. Anti -

helminthics were given to all students and staff. Apart from the eye and dental clinics, specialized 

treatment such as ultrasound scanning by a specialist Radiologist was offered for the students who 

needed further investigation. The referral letters were issued to specialized clinics for further 

investigations and follow ups for the students who had been identified to have chronic illnesses.  

About 60 doctors including specialists Doctors in General Medicine, Surgery, ENT, Paediatrics, 

Dermatology, Rheumatology, Orthopaedics Surgery, Cardiology, Chest Medicine and Radiology were 

present for the programme and dedicated their time to assure well being of the hostellers. 

Principal of Royal College, Mr. Upali Gunasekara, The Secretary of the Royal College Union, Mr. Manju 

Ariyaratne, the Hostel Warden, Mr. Aruna De Silva, the President of RCDA, Dr. Ajith Tennakoon, and Dr. 

Pramil Liyanage, Hon Secretary RCDA, were present at this health programme. 
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Royal College Junior Prefects’ Induction 2013 

 

Royal College Junior Prefects’ Induction 2013 was 

held on April 2 at Navarangahala under the 

distinguished patronage of Honorable Chief Justice 

Mohan Peiris, P.C. The 112 junior student leaders 

who were badged this year are luckier than their 

predecessors as the occasion was graced by many 

eminent old Royalists including the incumbent and 

former Attorneys General and many other old 

Royalists legal luminaries amongst many 

distinguished old boys. They all accepted the 

invitation extended by their alma-mater and participated, despite their very demanding schedules. The 

proud parents of the prefects also witnessed the occasion. 

 

Being a junior prefect is the first step in the student leadership ladder at Royal. As grade 9 students, 

the responsibilities they carry upon themselves are a challenge and authority is duly granted to them 

to carry out the tasks at hand. Nevertheless it is a taught ask from them to exercise such authority at 

such a tender age and command respect from their peers and juniors. 

 

His Lordship Mohan Peiris, Chief Justice of the Democratic Socialist Republic of Sri Lanka was the chief 

guest and Hon Palitha Fernando Attorney General and Hon. C. R. De Silva former Attorney General 

graced the occasion as special invitees. 

 

Principal’s advice to the prefects was to choose carefully what they did and how they did it. “You’re an 

inspiration to both your peers and juniors. And as school is a smaller version of society, fulfilling your 

duties as prefects, you not only set an example as well rounded leaders but also gain vital skills that 

prepare you for your future” he said. 

 

As an exemplary old Royalist who has reached the epitome in his respective field, His lordship Mohan 

Peiris’s stay at Royal had undoubtedly been a tremendous boost in achieving his success. During his 

address, Hon.Mohan Peiris, P.C., reflected upon valuable insights to leadership, and he advised the 
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students to consider it a privilege to be born human and to enjoy life in its wholesome so that it will be 

remembered as the foundation for their future. He advised them to “Stand up for what is right and 

pure and for what you think as your principles in human dignity” He reminded the parents and 

teachers that “As school is our second home we owe our children and it is our responsibility to conduct 

ourselves in a way that moulds our children in the right way.”  

 

Hon. Mohan Peiris, PC was appointed as the 44th Chief Justice of the Democratic Socialist Republic of 

Sri Lanka on 15 January 2013. His Lordship was the Attorney General of Sri Lanka from 2008 to 2011. 

He was called to the Bar in 1975 and joined the Attorney General's Department in 1981 as a State 

Counsel, later serving as a Senior State Counsel for over 15 years. 

 

Leaving the Attorney-General's Department he started his private practice in the Unofficial Bar. He 

specialized in original and appellate courts in the areas of inter alia, administrative law, commercial 

law, land law, fundamental rights, industrial law, injunctions and criminal law and as an arbitrator.  

 

Rear Admiral Sarath Palitha Fernando, PC, VNF, the current Attorney General of Sri Lanka, had served 

as Solicitor General of Sri Lanka and Judge Advocate of the Sri Lanka Navy till 2004. Hon. C. R. De Silva 

former Attorney General and Solicitor General of Sri Lanka. He is the current Chairman of the Lessons 

Learnt and Reconciliation Commission. 

 

The presence of these three prominent old Royalists each holding office at the highes t level in their 

respective fields was seen as a notable boost in uplifting the spirit of the young leaders who have taken 

oaths as junior prefects and reflects the constant support of the old boy fraternity of Royal.  
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RCG 2003 launches official website and membership privilege card 

Marking a special milestone in their activities, Royal College Group of 2003 launched their website, 

www.rcgroupof2003.org and membership privilege card on March 5 in the presence of Principal Mr 

Upali Gunasekara, Secretary Royal College Union (RCU) Mr Manju Ariyaratne, Mr Danesh Hanthi and 

committee members. 

The Membership Privilege Card of RCG 2003 is an exclusive privilege card that rewards the cardholder 

with benefits, guaranteed discounts, complimentary promotions, exclusive invitations to special events 

and many more exceptional offers from a select range of partner service providers. 

The Membership Privilege Card introduced to over 500 members of the group is the first such benefit 

card in the history of Royal College to be introduced to its past members 

The card offers an excellent opportunity to increase publicity and promote the respective organizations 

along with affiliated products and services which will be published in the group website 

www.rcgroupof2003.org for a period of 12 months. All promotions of the service provider partners will 

be updated on regular basis throughout the year in the group website. 

The official group website is also directly linked to the group Facebook page which has over 430 active 

members up to date. The group plans to further expand the membership by introducing the benefit 

card to all old Royalists. 

The group also showed their support at the 134th Royal-Thomian Big Match by having an enclosure at 

the Borwns tent, a tradition they have continued for the past five years.  
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RCDA ; the volunteer army of healing hands 

Drawing in infinite hours in the spirit of compassion towards 

the young spirits nurturing under the Royal Crown, the Royal 

College Doctors Association (RCDA) embarked on yet 

another program to provide their invaluable expertise in the 

field of health care to a worthy cause. In a volunteer ‘mission 

for vision’ the members of RCDA conducted an eye care 

clinic for the entire student body of Royal. 

Notably this is the first time in the history of Royal, that a 

health care program of such a magnitude had taken place. 

With Royal College being the home to over 8000 students, 

this type of project was not considered plausible owing to the sheer number of students in relation to 

the available task force. Nevertheless RCDA on account of their unwavering determination fuelled by 

their love for college and her occupants accomplished it.  

Representing one of the more prominent affiliated bodies of the giant alumni force that constantly 

stands behind its alma mater, the RCDA conducts a significant number of screening programmes 

annually for grade one, three and seven with the help of the college Medical Unit and the Ministry of 

Health and for grade six with the assistance of Loyalty Pledge (which is a statutory body of the RCU) 

As a result, the students of primary school and middle school are being screened regularly. There has 

not thus far been a programme to screen the students of the upper school. Becoming aware of this 

fact, RCDA initiated the idea of screening the entire school commencing with the eye clinic as pioneer 

project.  

As the initials steps of this enormous task, the RCDA first built an eye screening room at the college sick 

room and then necessary infrastructure with the help of Vision Care Private Limited. Thereafter the 

project was started from the third term in 2011.  

Members of the RCDA volunteered their valuable time during school hours to conduct preliminary 

screenings at the college sick room. In the course of three months, approximately 5000 students from 

grades six to thirteen were screened.   

Out of it, about three hundred students were identified with eye defects including poor vision and 

squints. These students were then further examined by specialized doctors from the National Eye 

Hospital, Lady Ridgway Hospital for Children and Colombo South Teaching Hospital. Further follow ups 

were arranged at specialized units in the National Eye Hospital and Lady Ridgway Hospital  
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Students who were diagnosed with refraction errors were given pairs of spectacles free of charge. The 

school Health Unit of the Ministry of Health helped RCDA in preparing spectacles and each child was 

given the privilege of choosing the design of the spectacle which suits them.  

A ceremony was held on April 4th to give away spectacles for 85 students. Principal Mr Upali 

Gunasekara, Vice Principal of the primary school Mrs C.L. Attygale, Games Master Mr Sudath 

Liyanagunawardena, Warden of the Royal College Hostel Mr. Anura de Silva, Secretary RCU Mr Manju 

Ariyaratne, Secretary S.D.S  Mr. Bhanu Waidyarathna, Senier, President and Secretary of RCDA Dr Ajith 

Thennakoon and Dr Pramil Liyange participated this event.  

The commendable efforts of the volunteer members of the RCDA whose drive to serve college is 

backed by the love for their alma mater has been the secret behind this success. As a responsible part 

of the old boy fraternity, they plan on conducting other health and well being clinics in the months to 

follow.  

  



 

30 
 

ROYAL COLLEGE UNION e News 

ICTAM Organizes Third IT Day at Royal College 

 

The third IT Day themed "IT in Real Life” organized by the 

ICT Advisory and Management Committee (ICTAM) of 

Royal College Union (RCU) was held on 20th and 21st of 

March at the Navarangahala. ICTAM has been organizing 

this event once every term since 2012. 

 Computing and Information Technology drives the 

modern world.  Still a young science, its rapid growth and 

immediate impact on the lives of billions in the world is 

astonishing. RCU, as a responsible alumni association, fuels the drive to unders tand, embrace and 

utilize this technology to improve the quality of life of students and their expertise in the field.  

Having won many ICT awards in the recent past, including the “ICT Excellence Award for 2012”, and the 

“Microsoft Most Innovative School Award," Royal College,  with the support of the RCU, endeavors to 

guarantee that students are kept up-to- date in the many scopes of Information Technology meeting 

the demands of modern times. 

Speaking at the function, Secretary RCU, Mr. Manju Ariyaratne highlighted the efforts undertaken by 

the old boys of RCU and ICTAM in particular to improve the knowledge and skills in ICT among the 

current students. 

The first day’s sessions included Dr. Ravindra Koggalage introducing “Artificial Intelligence” to the 

students of grade 6 and grade 8. Mr. Prabath Fernando of Millennium Information Technologies (MIT) 

made the presentation to grade 7 on “How Computer Programs Change Our Lives.” Mr. Dhananjaya 

Ponnamperuma of Mobitel introduced “Mobile Telecommunication Technologies” to grade 9. 

On the second day, proceedings began with an animated presentation on “Robotics” for grade 10 

students by Dr. Malitha Wijesundara of SLIIT. This was followed by a look into the future of networking 

titled “The Internet of Everything” by Mr. Rajeew Perera of Cisco Systems. 

Having held the 3rd consecutive event in the same genre, the ICTAM plans to continue with the IT Day 

concept in order to arm the students with timely ICT knowledge.  
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Yet another project of RCG ’89 

Members of RCG ’89 gathered at college on May 2 to formally hand over the renovated wash room 

facilities of three blocks in the college grade ten (10) section. The success of this project rested mostly 

on the resourcefulness of the members, their expertise and their overwhelming commitment towards 

the development of their alma-mater.   

The project was concluded at a cost 700,000.00 LKR. The group also handed over a cheque for 

100,000.00 LKR towards the Principal’s Office renovation project. 

The group’s main source of fund raising is the Annual Get Together organized after the Bradby. Funds 

raised in this manner are used for college development activities. In 2012 the group had collected 

enough funds to supply a TATA ACE ZIP Mini Truck worth Rs. 750,000.00 to be used for the college 

garbage disposal project which focuses on a "Cleaner and Greener" environment of the 34 acre school 

premises. 

It is noteworthy that the group has marshaled its membership and resources effectively and made 

donations to various worthwhile causes to the value of 1.2 million rupees in 2012 alone. 

 

RCG ’88 celebrates silver anniversary 

 

Royal College Group of ‘88 celebrated 25 years of joining Royal ranks this year by organizing a 

fellowship dinner on March 6 at the Galadari Hotel Colombo. The group had gotten together this year 

to commemorate their silver anniversary in parallel with the action packed 134th Battle of the Blues on 

the following day. The combined energy of the Royal sports fan and spreads the cheer of the age-old 

friendly rivalry with St’ Thomas College had set the stage for the grand occasion.  

 

The dinner was attended by RCU Secretary Mr Manju Ariyaratne and the members of the group and 

was considered as an opportunity of reminiscence in celebrating life at Royal which has helped them to 

be moulded into the successful, well-rounded men they represent today. The juncture welcomed a 

great atmosphere that reflected the close bond and traditional values held by the old Royalists of RCG 

’88. This year the group hopes to partake in multiple projects to support their alma mater. 
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Royal College – Contact Details 
 
Principal’s Office - 2691029 
 
Email: principal@infoRoyal.lk 
 
Vice Principal’s Office – 2673133 
 
Main Office (Upper School) – 2695256 
 
Middle School – 2673132 
 
Primary School – 2695830 
 
Senior Hostel – 2695242 
 
 
RCU Publications and Public Relations Advisory Committee 2012/13 
 
Chairman – Dumindra Ratnayake – dumindra@int.etisalat.lk 
 
Secretary - Ruwan Fernando ruwan.fernando@innovative-e.com 
 
Treasurer – Yahan Samarajeewa yahan.samarajeewa@gmail.com 
 
Committee 
Ruwan Bakmedeniya, Vasana Wickremasena, Dinesh Jayaweera, Nelum Weragoda, 

Ulfath Uwais.  
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