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RCU Dance 
 

Once again, upholding the grand old traditions of Royal alumni, the Royal College Union Dance 

took place with its usual splendor.      

Organized by the Royal College Union Dance Committee, the gala dance was held on October 

11 at the Hilton Colombo with over 500 past Royalists and their partners gathered to enjoy an 

evening of fine music, dining, dancing, entertainment and nostalgia. 

The tradition of the annual dance has been upheld for over twenty years and each year, the 

dance committee undertakes the strenuous task of keeping the spirit, the traditions and the 

flavor of the event by preparing ahead of time in order to ensure the camaraderie amongst the 

Royalists in this majestic spirit. 
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Royal Rugby Fiesta 2013 
 

Annual ‘Royal Rugby Fiesta 2013’ organized by the Royal College Group of '91 was held on 

November 2 at the CR & FC Grounds. 

 Twenty four teams participated in this year’s Rugby Fiesta under three categories. Twelve 

teams vied in the Junior Category (below 30 years) for the Summa Navarathnam Challenge 

Trophy where RCG 2010 beat RCG 2009 (1:0). 

Out of the seven teams who played in the age 30 - 40 year category for Group of ‘91 Challenge 

Trophy, RCG 2002 emerged victorious over RCG 1995 (3:0). 

Five teams played in the senior category (age 41 years and above) for the Seniors’ Challenge 

Trophy in which RCG ‘91 beat RCG ‘87 (2:0). 

Royal College Principal Upali Gunasekara was the chief guest while Mr. Summa Navaratnam 

graced the occasion as Guest of Honour. RCU Secretary Chandana L. Aluthgama was also 

present. 

 Royal Rugby Fiesta was first organized in 2002 with the objective of bringing together past 

rugby players and enthusiasts to reunite and utilize the opportunity to raise funds for various 

development projects at the college.  
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Mobitel iCard Launch at Royal 
 

The official launch of the Mobitel iCard was held on October 24 at the Royal College Main Hall. 

Minister of Education Bandula Gunawardane and Minister of Telecommunication and 

Information Technology Ranjith Siyambalapitiya graced the occasion as Chief Guests.  

The project was initiated last year by the Prefects' Council of 2011/2012 under the sponsorship 

of Mobitel.  

The ‘iCard’ contains vital information of each student such as name, admission number, 

photograph, and an emergency number. Card reader devices set up at the entrance points at 

the school will allow students to sign-in to mark their attendance. A registration based SMS 

notification system will alert parents at what time their child enters school and/or if he is late. 

All that the child has to do is to keep the card close to the relevant ID reader, located at each 

main entrance to college. It not only acts as a basic ID but runs on NFC technology so that it can 

be used to store student record details such as marks as well as a payment card within the 

school premises such as the canteen, bookshop and school bus. 

The ‘iCard’ management system will generate management reports, increasing productivity and 

efficiency of school administration.  

"This project will not only accentuate school attendance, but will also make a considerable 

improvement in the child’s security and bring ease of mind to parents. The fact that the ‘iCard’ 

could be used as a payment system will also minimize the risk of children having excess money 

with them." Education Minister Bandula Gunawardena said.  

Acting CEO of Sri Lanka Mobitel Kapila Chandrasena said, "Mobitel has been a key catalyst in 

taking Sri Lanka towards the digital age and meeting the government’s ICT policy. The ‘iCard’ is 

just another development towards this initiative, using latest technologies like NFC for the 

administration and management of school activities.  
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Ranil Wijesekara Memorial Challenge Trophy retained 
 

Royal College emerged victorious 3-1 at the 6th Annual Royal-Thomian Badminton Encounter 

held on October 25 at the Royal College Sports Complex. The Chief Guest was C.P Chanmugam 

who captained Royal College Badminton Team in 1947. 

Vying for the Ranil Wijesekara Trophy were the two U-20 teams from Royal College, Colombo 7 

and St. Thomas College, Mount Lavinia. 

The tournament started off with an exciting singles match between Thomian Sandanidu De 

Silva and Royal Captain Chamika Karunarathne which saw Karunarathne winning by securing 

scores of 21/11, 21/ 11. The second singles saw Royalist Malith Kariyawasam lose to Thomian 

Captain Johanne De Silva 18/21, 21/10, 17/21 in a hard fought match. 

The final singles match between Royalist Sithila Liyanage and Thomian Omal Vishwanath was 

won by Liyanage 21/19, 22/20. 

The five match encounter ended with 3-1 matches in favor of Royal as their 1st Doubles pair of 

Karunarathne and Kariyawasam won by virtue of a walk-over given by Thomian pair Vishwanath 

and De Silva 21/18, 8/9 when Vishwanath couldn’t continue after sustaining a foot injury in the 

2nd set. 

The trophy is named after late Ranil Wijesekera, an exceptional Royalist who was outstanding in 

both academics and sports. He captained the Badminton team and went on to win the National 

Men’s Doubles titles and thereafter represented Sri Lanka at the Thomas Cup along with his 

younger brother Niranjan. The inaugural encounter was held in 2007 and continued without a 

break in 2008, 2009 and 2010 while the encounter in 2011 was not held. 

Royal College hosted the tournament this year with the backing of the Royal College Badminton 

Advisory and Management Committee which was overall in charge of coordinating and 

financing the entire event. 

Pix by Photographic Society of Royal College. 
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Royal hosts the 40th Annual Royal-Thomian Regatta 
 

In its 40th year of friendly rivalry, the Royal-

Thomian Regatta saw the Thomians achieving 

a deserving win over the Royalists by scoring 

overall points of 40 – 12 and by winning the 

Senior Fours to claim the coveted Crossed Oars 

on October 26 at the Colombo Rowing Club.  

Royal Crew won the B double scull followed by 

a striking performance on the B Fours. Royal 

also claimed the Under 16 fours. 

Past Captain of Royal College Rowing in 1986 and Director/Chief Executive Officer of Uga 

Escapes Ramli Ghaffoor graced the occasion as Chief Guest, while the Guest of Honour was 

Bharati Airtel Lanka Chief Executive Officer/Managing Director Suren Goonewardene. Hosted 

by Royal College this year, the regatta was sponsored solely by Air Tel Lanka. 

The annual regatta is considered the most prestigious boat race in Sri Lanka in which the 

winning crew claims dibs on the ultimate trophy; the Boat Race Trophy – Senior Fours. The 

races are rowed over a distance of 1000 yards at the Colombo Rowing Club. The Roy-Tho 

Regatta commenced in 1962 as the Royal-Thomian Boat Race. It evolved into a regatta format 

in 1966 and currently comprises of 10 races including non-point allocating races such as the 

Under 16 fours and the Old Boys' Fours.  

Out of the 39 regattas rowed, St. Thomas’ College has recorded 18 wins while Royal College has 

15 victories to its credit. Five regattas ended in a draw, 

while the regatta in 2006 was not held. 

Pix by Photographic Society of Royal College. 
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Royal College Inter Batch Cricket Carnival 
 

The Royal College Inter Batch Cricket Carnival was held 

on October 6 at the NCC grounds from 8:30am 

onwards. 

Organized by RCG '2001 for the second consecutive 

year since the group took over the reins from the 

former organizers RCG ’87, the Cricket Carnival is in its 

13th year of running. The carnival brought together 22 

Royal alumni groups from RCG ’81 to RCG ’11 in the 

fun and merriment usually associated with the most popular sporting past time - cricket. 

The 6-a-side league based cricket tournament was held under three categories; Past Royalists 

playing in the age groups of 30 – 40, over 40 and in the open category. The open category saw 

RCG 2010 win the L.D.H. Peiris Memorial Trophy after scoring 115 runs for the loss of one 

wicket with RCG 2007 becoming runners-up with 102 runs for the loss of two wickets.  

RCG 2000 walked off with the Vijitha Weerasinghe Trophy in the 30-40 category, with 132 runs 

for one wicket while RCG '99 became runners-up with 81 runs for three wickets. In the over 40 

category, RCG ’87 took home the E.C Gunasekara Trophy with 96 runs for the loss of five 

wickets. RCG ’91 were runners-up with 94 runs for one wicket. 

As tradition continues, the primary goal of this event is to raise much-needed funds for college 

activities that keep the present Royalists well geared to face new challenges in the coming 

years. With an expected profit of Rs. 400,000 generated from this event, the group intends to 

sponsor a needy sport at Royal College. Last year’s profits of Rs. 450,000 made its way to 

Baseball.  
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RC Doctors’ (K)Night 
 

Since its genesis in 1999, Royal College Doctors' Association (RCDA) has been involved with 

numerous activities involving Royal College and the Royal College Union. 

 Each year the RCDA organizes a number of events including the Teachers' Clinic, the school 

medical and vaccination programme aimed at students in Grades 1, 4 and 7, health screening 

programme for Grade 6 students carried out in collaboration with Loyalty Pledge, community 

services project and blood donation camp alongside the Red Cross Society of Royal College and 

health screening for the Retired Senior Police Officers'  (Ladies Wing). 

 Further to this, they volunteer their time, efforts and expertise in maintaining the college and 

the hostel sick rooms. This year, apart from their annual events they also held a fitness 

assessment for the road runners as well as an eye clinic for the entire student population at 

Royal. 

 Every three years, RCDA organizes a soiree themed ‘RCDA Night’ in order to raise funds for 

their various projects as well as to enjoy the company of the RCDA brotherhood.  This year the 

event was held on September 21 at Galadari Hotel Grand Ballroom with the attendance of over 

350 guests and their spouses. 

 Principal Upali Gunasekara was the Chief Guest while Deputy Principals L. Attygalle and S. 

Keerthisena, Senior Games Master S. Liyanagunawardena, Hostel Warden Aruna De Silva, 

Secretaries of the Past Teachers’ Association M. Dharmadasa, and M. Amarasekere, RCU 

Secretary Chandana L. Aluthgama and former RCU Secretary Manju Ariyarathne were present. 

Sponsors of the event were Toyota Lanka (Pvt) Ltd, Ninewells and Nawaloka Hospitals and 

Fonterra. Profits made by the event exceeded Rs. 2 million. 
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RCOBAA AGM held in Melbourne 
 

Prof. Siri Kannangara recently dedicated his Order of Australia 

Medal to Royalists and Royal College at the recently held AGM 

of RCOBAA. 

 The Royal College Old Boys Association in Australia (RCOBAA) 

held their Annual General Meeting on September 15 at the 

Mt. Waverly Community Centre in Melbourne where Athula 

Ratnayake was unanimously re-elected as President. 

 The President addressed the meeting and reported that in 

addition to the various events that were organized in the past, 

the committee will be taking on board several new projects. 

He thanked the outgoing committee for their valuable 

contribution during the past year. 

 The Secretary’s Report, outlining the many successful events 

held during the year such as the Golden Afternoon, Royal – Thomian Cricket Match, Bradby 

Night, Touch Rugby Triangular and the Annual Dinner Dance, was read by Piyal Gunaratne. 

 The Edward Gray Oration, one of the highlights at the AGM, was delivered by Past Royalist Prof 

Kannangara who was recently honoured by the Queen with the Order of Australia (AM) for his 

contribution to medicine, particularly in the field of Sports Medicine and Rheumatology. Prof 

Kannangara gave an inspirational speech tracing his journey from his early education at Royal to 

the various masters who influenced him during his stay at the Hostel. The audience were in fits 

of laughter with thanks to his reminiscing of certain encounters. He concluded his oration by 

displaying the medal which had been presented to him by the Governor General of Australia 

and dedicating it to all Royalists and to their alma mater Royal College. 

 Lorenz Pereira, another distinguished past Royalist, also regaled the members with tales from 

his time at Royal and proposed the Toast to the distinguished teachers of Royal College. 

 The highlight of the afternoon was the recognition given to five past Royalists namely Gerald 

Cooray, Ashy Cader, Bevill Jansz, Hildon Bevan and Ralph Wickremasinghe by granting them 

Honorary Life Membership in recognition of their contribution to the Association. They were 

introduced by Nihal de Run and each were presented with a memento. 

 The proceedings of the day concluded with a rousing rendition of the college song.  
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Blue & Gold Hockey 7s - a success 
  

Organized by Royal College Hockey Club (RCHC), the 11th consecutive Blue & Gold Hockey 7s 
was held at the Royal College Grounds on October 12 and 13. 
  
More than 55 schools from all over the country participated in this 7-a-side Hockey 
tournament, each with a team of 9 players. The tournament which received the patronage of 
both the Sri Lanka Schools’ Hockey Association and the Sri Lanka Hockey Federation, displayed 
the talents of over 600 participants over the two days that followed. 
  
Played in two stages, the tournament included a first stage preliminary league where the teams 
were drawn in to eight groups with the winners and runners-up moving on to the second stage 
which was played on a knockout basis. The semi-finals for boys and girls category commenced 
at 2.30pm on the second day and the finals at 4.00pm followed by the awards ceremony. 
  
The awards ceremony was attended by Mahesh Wijewardane, Director - Marketing & 
Commercial, Singer Sri Lanka as Chief Guest, Dr Dayan Rajapaksa, Managing Director, ESOFT 
Metro Campus as Guest of Honour, Upali Gunesekera, the Principal, Royal College, Nadith 
Kudagama, Secretary RCHC and Chandana L. Aluthgama, the Secretary, RCU. 
  
Chitral Perera, Director Human Resources, Singer Sri Lanka attended the Opening Ceremony as 
Chief Guest and U. C. Jayasingha, distinguished past Royalist, as the Guest of Honour. 
  
Matches were held in two main categories; boys and girls, then sub-categorized into cup, plate 
and bowl championships. The results were as follows; 
  

CUP - GIRLS    

Janadhipathi Balika Vidyalaya, 
Nawala 

Vs Musaeus College 2-0 

    
CUP - BOYS    

Wesley College Vs Vijaya College, Matale 3-0 

  

PLATE - GIRLS    

Seethadevi Vidyalaya, Kandy Vs Sri Sumangala, Panadura 1-0 

    

PLATE  - BOYS    

Royal College Vs STC, Matale 1-0 

  

BOWL -  GIRLS    

Pushpadana  Girls College Vs Sirimavo Bandaranaike 2-1 
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Vidyalaya 

    

BOWL - BOYS    

St. Sylvestor’s College Vs St. Aloysius College 1-0 

  
Since 2003, Singer (Sri Lanka) has supported the event in the role of main sponsor while ESOFT 
has co-sponsored during the past two years. 
  
Taking a step further this year, the cup winners of both (Girls and Boys) categories were 
presented with generous sponsorship packages courtesy of Singer (Sri Lanka) PLC towards the 
development of the game at the respective schools. This surely will be a noteworthy addition to 
this year’s tournament and a magnanimous gesture by the main sponsor Singer. 
  
ESOFT Metro Campus presented scholarship opportunities to the following top players to assist 
them in pursing their academic aspirations;  

 Best Player Boys - Imadh Musammil (Wesley College) 

 Best Player Girls - Imesha Lakshani (Janadhipathi Balika Vidyalaya - Nawala) 

 Best Goal-keeper boys - Damitha Dananjaya Thilakarathne (Vijaya College - Matale) 

 Best Goal-keeper girls - Binmi Rathnayake (Musaeus College) 
 

The tournament was supervised by 16 professional referees nominated by the Sri Lanka Hockey 
Federation Referees Committee and the panel included three International referees. 
  
“The quality of Hockey displayed in this all-island schools tournament makes this the most 
sought after tournament of its kind. We wish to give school level Hockey players the recognition 
they deserve from participating in competitions of this nature” said RCHC Secretary Nadith 
Kudagama. 
 
 The RCHC was formed in early 1990s by a group of past Royalist Hockey players at the request 
of then Principal B. Sooriyaarachchi to assist reorganizing the existing structure of the game of 
Hockey at school and to develop and support present Hockey players. The first ever Blue & Gold 
Hockey 7s was held in 1992 and then again in 2003 after a lapse of 11 years. Since then, the 
show has gone on for 11 successful years.   
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Royal Soccer 7s concludes – Coach felicitated  
 

The 4th edition of the Royal Soccer 7s, organized by the Royal Collage Group of ’97 was held on 

October 5 at the CR & FC grounds. 

Past Royalists representing many of the batch groups participated in this inter-batch football 

tournament in two categories; Junior and Senior. Royal College Union Groups 2001, 2005, 2006, 

2009, 2011 and 2012 participated in the junior category with 2012 emerging victors while 2011 

became runners-up. 

Royal College Union Groups ‘83, ‘88, ‘91, ‘93 and ‘97 competed in the senior category. ‘93 came 

out triumphant in the senior championship leaving 1991 in the runners-up position. 

Amidst the festivities, achievements of two of the college U-15 soccer players, U.S. Chatura 

Avishka and Navin Jude Nicholas who represented the National Team, were recognized. 

Further, the long-standing college coach Priyankara Perera’s 15 years of service was also 

commended and appreciated with a financial reward.   

The group’s efforts in organizing an event of this nature will contribute to college soccer as a 

percentage of the funds raised at this event will be used to uplift the sport at Royal.  
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RCG ’72 conducts nutrition program 
 

A nutrition program on the importance of healthy living, aimed at making awareness to the 

students in grade seven was organized by the Royal College Class of ’72 on October 3 at 

Navarangahala. 

 

Students acquired valuable knowledge in many aspects of a healthy life style, mainly focusing 

on the consumption of nutritious food in the correct amounts and the ill-effects of eating junk 

food.    

 

Dr. Renuka Jayatissa conducted the program and gave comprehensive explanations in these 

areas citing many relatable examples. The students were captivated by her speech and 

enthusiastically took part in the Q and A session in which winners received prizes. 

 

Present at the occasion was Royal College Principal Upali Gunasekara who commended the 

efforts of the Past Royalists in organizing programs of this nature to benefit the Present 

Royalists. 

 

At the end of the event, participants received a health drink and a pack of nutritional food 

courtesy of Nestle Lanka Ltd and Ceylon Biscuits Ltd. 
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Principal Upali Gunasekara completes 10 years of excellence 
 

A Decade of putting Royal at the Pinnacle of Achievement  

Upali Gunasekara, Principal of Royal College has completed 10 

years at the helm of the premier Boys' School in Sri Lanka, since 

taking up appointment on October 31, 2003. 

Under his leadership, guidance and careful nurturing, Royal has 

strived to be at the pinnacle of both academic and sporting 

excellence. His tenure has been an era of accomplishment, 

accolades and growth in many strata. 

In the year 2009, Royal College was awarded the title ‘Best 

Innovative School’ by Microsoft, for its academic success, innovative culture, learning 

development, strategic expansion, planning and the innovative use of ICT which prevails to 

date. The quality control strategies that include the 5S system have improved the processes and 

the learning environment immensely since 2003, making the school more organised and 

developed. In addition to the 39 active clubs and societies, the college hosts over 28 

sports/games including exciting annual features on the national sporting calendar in the 

country which include, traditional rivalries such as ‘Battle of the Blues’, 'The Bradby’ and the 

‘Royal-Thomian Regatta’. 

Among the eminent principals Royal who have served this great institute, Principal Gunasekara 

had the privilege of having served college for the longest period during the past 50 years. Prior 

to his tenure, several other headmasters namely J.B. Cull (1881-1890), J.H. Harward (1892-

1902), C. Hartley (1903 – 1919), H.L. Reed (1920-1932) and D.K.G. De Silva (1954-1966) have 

played key roles in changing the destinies of many students, and making them men of stature, 

in the 178 years long Royal journey. 

A prominent figure among the above mentioned principals was Principal C. Hartley whose 

period in office started in 1903, exactly one century prior to Principal Gunasekara’s occupancy 

in 2003. Upali Gunasekara stands tall. In an era of modernity and technological advances 

combined with constant challenges, he manages the largest school population of 8,900 

students with an iron fist, kind heart, compassionate mind and a gentle smile. 
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Royal College – Contact Details 
 
Principal’s Office - 2691029 
 
Email: principal@infoRoyal.lk 
 
Vice Principal’s Office – 2673133 
 
Main Office (Upper School) – 2695256 
 
Middle School – 2673132 
 
Primary School – 2695830 
 
Senior Hostel – 2695242 
 
 

RCU Publications and Public Relations Advisory Committee 2013/14 
 
Chairman – Dumindra Ratnayake – dumindra@int.etisalat.lk 

 

Treasurer – Ruwan Bakmedeinya - ruwanb@ualink.lk 

 

Secretary - Ruwan Fernando ruwan.fernando@innovative-e.com 

 
Editors -  

Vasana Wickramasena - Editor – e-News 

Varuna de Silva - Editor – web site http://www.rcu.lk/  

Committee -  

Ulfath Uwais, Anuka Settinayake, Dinesh Jayaweera, Hasrath Munasinghe, Rohan 

Jayaweera, Hasitha Abeywardhana, Kalhara Raddalgoda, Hasitha Dela.  
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