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Royal College Union Dinner Dance 2012 ς Unforgettable 
 

It was the night when the silver stars turn Blue and Gold. 

The Red Carpet rolled out and the Royal Banquet laid. 

It was the night of the "Blue and Gold Ball - 2012" 

 

Royal College Union Dinner Dance Committee shows unrelenting enthusiasm in the direction of brotherhood by hosting 

the annual Royal College Union DiƴƴŜǊ 5ŀƴŎŜ нлмнΤ Ψ¦ƴŦƻǊƎŜǘǘŀōƭŜΩ ƻƴ hŎǘƻōŜǊ мн. 

The calm night and the scenic view overlooking the grand surroundings of Hilton Colombo was the perfect setting for 

the festivity as over 375 old Royalists and their spouses gathered to celebrate and enjoy an evening of dining, dancing, 

entertainment and nostalgia. The gala dinner-dance provides space and opportunity annually for Old Royalist from all 

over the world to meet, greet and revive old memories in a spirit of splendid camaraderie and merriment. 

Throughout the years, the RCU Dance Committee has strenuously undertaken the responsibility of keeping the spirit, the 

traditions and the flavor of the dance just the way its founders intended it to be.  There vision and drive has always been 

to endorse the camaraderie and brotherhood amongst the Royalists in the majestic spirit with which it is upheld. The 

committee this year was chaired by Mr Kushantha Perera while Mr Harith Jayasuriya and Mr Kishan Samarasinghe held 

the posts of Secretary and Treasurer, respectively. The dedicated team includes Mr Timothy Speldewinde, Mr Ishan De 

Silva, Mr Anshal Ambawatte, Mr Dhiraj de Almeida, Mr Kuda Herath , Mr Rehan Gunasekara, Mr Sanjaya Wijemanne, Mr 

Dilshan Kudahetty, Mr Ruwan Bakmedeniya, Mr Ruchira Basnayake, Mr Sahampathy Dissanayake and Mr Gihan Cooray. 

The guests, who arrived in their numbers, were glamorously dressed for the occasion.  Among the guests were Principal 

Royal College Mr Upali Gunasekara and Secretary of Royal College Union (RCU), members of the Dance Committee along 

ǿƛǘƘ Ƴŀƴȅ ƻǘƘŜǊ ŘƛǎǘƛƴƎǳƛǎƘŜŘ ƻƭŘ wƻȅŀƭƛǎǘǎΦ ¢ƘŜ ŘŀƴŎŜ ŦƭƻƻǊ ƻǇŜƴŜŘ ŀǘ мл ǇΦƳΦ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ōŜŀǘǎ ƻŦ ΨaƛǎǘȅΩ ŀƴŘ ΨIŜŀǘΩ 

accompanied with the fast and fancy foot work from the Royalists and their lovely ladies. The gala event went on till 

early hours of Saturday and entire old Royal fraternity was in high spirits throughout the evening, reminiscing in the 

glory of their school boy memories.   
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Obituary of Mr S.S.Perera - Vice President of RCU 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Gentlemen, 

Obituary of Mr. S.S. Perera ς Vice President of Royal College Union (RCU) 

With regret and profound sadness I inform you the demise of Mr. Somachandra 

Saranapala Perera (S.S. Perera), Vice President of Royal College Union. His remains 

will lƛŜ ŀǘ !ΦCΦ wŀȅƳƻƴŘΩǎ ŦǳƴŜǊŀƭ ǇŀǊƭƻǊ ŦǊƻƳ уΦлл ŀΦƳΦ ǘƻ сΦол ǇΦƳΦ ƻƴ ²ŜŘƴŜǎŘŀȅΣ 

October 03rd 2012. Cortege will leave the parlor at 6.30 p.m. same day for cremation 

at 7.00 p.m. at Borella Kanatta. 

Members are requested to gather at the main entrance to the cemetery at 6.30 p.m. 

to pay their last respects to this distinguished Old Royalist, who rendered invaluable 

service to his alma mater and to Royal College Union. 

Mr. S.S. Perera was the author / editor of the following publications. 

1. A History of a Hundred Years of the Royal ς Thomian Cricket Match (Joint Editor) ς 237 Pages. 

2. Royal College Cadet Contingent ς A 100 years (1881 ς 1981) ς 92 Pages. 

3. Rugby Centenary ς Royal Vs Trinity 100th Match ς 26 Pages. 

4. Visit of Mr. J.C.A. Corea and Mr. E.L. Bradby ς Souvenir for the Centenary Dinner Committee ς 48 

Pages. 

5. A 150 years History of Royal College (1835-1985) ς 603 Pages. 

6. Royal College Vs Trinity College ς Centenary Cricket Match ς 32 Pages. 

7. Royal College Vs Wesley College ς Centenary Cricket Match ς 187 Pages. 

8. 50thBradby Shield Rugby Match ς Royal College Vs Trinity College ς 137 Pages. 

9. Mille Simus ς To mark the 1000th Inter College U19 Cricket match played by Royal College ς 136 Pages. 

 

Secretary 

Royal College Union 
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"Blue & Gold" Merchandise Shop 
 
The refurbished and upgraded Merchandise Shop 
managed by the Royal College Union (RCU) 
Merchandise Shop Management Committee 
ŀƴƴƻǳƴŎŜŘ ǘƘŜ .ƭǳŜ bΩ DƻƭŘ aŜǊŎƘŀƴŘƛǎŜ {ƘƻǇ 
officially opened on November 7th Wednesday. The 
Principal of Royal College and the President of the RCU 
MR Upali Gunasekara declared it open in the presence 
of Mr Manju Ariyaratne - Secretary RCU, Mr U.L 
Kaluarachichi Trustee RCU Trust, Mr Mahesh 
Nanayakkara Assistant Treasure RCU and members of 
the Committee. 
 
A stylish collection of high quality merchandise, clothing, foot ware, sports goods and gifts designed 
ŜȄŎƭǳǎƛǾŜƭȅ ŦƻǊ wƻȅŀƭ /ƻƭƭŜƎŜ !ƭǳƳƴƛ ŀƴŘ ǇǊŜǎŜƴǘ wƻȅŀƭƛǎǘǎΣ ƛǎ ƴƻǿ ŀǾŀƛƭŀōƭŜ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ Ψ.ƭǳŜ bΩ DƻƭŘΩ {ƘƻǇ ƭƻŎŀǘŜŘ 
at Royal College premises, opposite the RCU Office. It is open from 7 A.M ς 2:30 P.M. on weekends and 8 A.M. 
ς 12 noon on Saturday. 
 
The shop offers the discerning Royal shopper, an assortment of sentimental and useful items related to Royal, 
ranging from Souvenir items for alumni, sportswear, sports equipment and uniforms for the present Royalists. 
 
Featuring a unique Alumni marquee, many of the items in the collection can be made to suit personal taste. 
Highlights include, Fair Trade clothing, enamel cufflinks, engraved glassware, pens, stationery etc. 
 
The Merchandise Shop has partnered with DSI to cater to the needs of the present sportsmen in college by 
vending brands such as Adidas, Reebok, AVI and Puma. It also offers the opportunity for college teams to 
personalize their sportswear and T-shirts. 
 
Why not bring a touch of Royal 'Blue and Gold' with our exclusive alumni merchandise range? Below is just a 
glimpse into the range of items that are offered to alumni and friends of Royal which can be ordered through 
the Merchandise Shop. Proceeds from every purchase benefit college development projects. 
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Take a look back at Royal over the decades. 
¢ƘŜ άIƛǎǘƻǊȅ ƻŦ wƻȅŀƭ /ƻƭƭŜƎŜ ς 1985-нлмлέ ŀǳǘƘƻǊŜŘ ōȅ aǊ M.L. Fernando capturing the many milestones and 
facets of Royal College is now available at the Merchandise Shop.  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
For more pictures and information on the 
Merchandise Shop, please click 
http://www.rcu.lk/news/124-n-blue-gold-
merchandise-shop.html 
  

http://www.rcu.lk/news/124-n-blue-gold-merchandise-shop.html
http://www.rcu.lk/news/124-n-blue-gold-merchandise-shop.html
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Ψ¢ƻǳŎƘŘƻǿƴ нлмнΩ - Foundation Stone Laid  

On December 20, the first milestone in Touchdown 2012 was achieved with the laying of the foundation stone 

which was auspiciously celebrated at 09:57 a.m. with the attendance of Principal Mr Upali Gunasekara, Vice 

Presidents RCU Mr D.L Seneviratne, Mr A.J. B. Angi, Dr Ranjith Attapaththu Trustees RCU Capt.Ajith Peiris, Mr 

U.L. Kaluaratchchi and Colonel Faiz-ur Rahman, RCU Secretary Mr Manju Ariyaratne, RCU Treasurer Mr Lalith 

Cooray, Past Secretaries Mr.Abhaya Amaradasa, Mr. U Udayakumar and Mr Rizan Nazeer, along with the 

Touchdown committee Secretary Mr Jehan Canagarathne and Mr Rohan Karunanayaka, 

 An increased interest in sports such as rugby (seen recently in the Colombo leg of the Bradby 2012) have 

made many demands on the Royal College Sports Complex in terms of its capacity and stepping up to this 

ŎƘŀƭƭŜƴƎŜ ƛǎ ǘƘŜ Ψ¢ƻǳŎƘ 5ƻǿƴ нлмнΩ ŎƻƳƳƛǘǘŜŜΣ ƘŜŀŘŜŘ ōȅ aǊ IŜƳŀƪŀ !ƳŀǊŀǎǳǊƛȅŀΦ 

With the launch of Touchdown 2012 on September 26th, the committee along with Royal College Union (RCU) 

headed this giant venture which aims to increase the overall venue capacity from 10,500 to 12,500. This 

increase will come from the addition of a brand new pavilion on the opposite side of the current grand stand. 

The new two-tiered pavilion and the two wings including a press box will enhance the seating capacity by  

2,000 seats. 

Construction is to begin this week with positive responses from many Sports fans and the completion of the 

new pavilion is anticipated to be in time for the Bradby Colombo Leg in June 2013.  The Sports Complex has 

witnessed many a sporting event over the years since it was declared open on May 10th 2001 and continues 

to be the heartthrob of enthusiastic sporting competitions with the Bradby Shield taking the lead in the hearts 

of the loyal sports fan. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

CƻǊ ƳƻǊŜ ƛƴŦƻǊƳŀǘƛƻƴ ƻƴ Ψ¢ƻǳŎƘŘƻǿƴ нлмнΩΣ Ǿƛǎƛǘ http://www.rcu.lk/news/96-n-launch-of-touch-down-2012.html 

 

http://www.rcu.lk/news/96-n-launch-of-touch-down-2012.html
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 Royal College wins All Island SILVER award 

Organized by the Association of Accounting Technicians of Sri Lanka (AATSL) in collaboration with the Ministry 

of Education, the Awards Ceremony of the Best Annual Report & Accounts Competition of National Schools 

was held on October 27 at the BMICH. 

This special national competition was inaugurated in 2008 by AATSL in collaboration with the Ministry of 

Education and was held for the fifth consecutive year. 

The objective of this national endeavor is to enhance the quality of financial management and reporting, and 

compilation of Annual Reports and Financial Statements of School Development Societies / Committees of all 

National Schools in order to encourage the highest level of compliance, transparency, accountability, 

productivity and good governance. 

Having maintained a record which fulfilled the criteria of a high degree of compliance in financial management 

procedures and ensuring transparency and accountability, Royal College was recognized by being awarded 

"SILVER" in the national level and representing Colombo district, winning second place in the district level 

competitions, respectively. 

The Annual Report of a school with the financial statements depicts the financial position and performance of 

the SDS/SDC in a particular year along with a comprehensive review of the school activities, achievements etc. 

A reliable financial reporting system is believed to encourage good governance and transparency in 

management. 

Nearly 136 National schools participated in this competition by way of presenting their Annual Reports and 

Accounts. An independent and well competent panel of examiners representing many management 

disciplines were involved in the process of evaluation of the accounts and the annual reports. 
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Pollebedda Viduhala library in Ampara upgraded 
 

To coincide with the 2013 - "Deyata Kirula" state exhibition 

in Ampara, the Ministries of Education and 

Telecommunications and Information Technology have 

initiated a program to develop 135 schools in Ampara 

through partnership programs with 135 city schools. Royal 

College, Colombo was selected to carry out the pilot project 

under this scheme to develop Pollebedda Viduhala.  

 

Consequent to a request made by the Principal, Royal 

College to Secretary RCU, steps were taken to upgrade the 

school library of Pollebedda Viduhala, Maha Oya. EDEX Live 

Your Dream Programme - a social responsibility initiative of 

the RCU stepped forward to accomplish this project.  

The unveiling of the upgraded library took place on November 12 in the presence of Royal Principal Mr Upali 

Gunasekara, Education Minister Mr Bandula Gunawardane, Minister of Telecommunication and Information Technology 

Mr Ranjith Siyambalapitiya and Provincial Minister Mr W. Dissanayake 

Among the donations to the library were a Steel Cabinet, 20  Plastic chairs, two tables, 57 new books and educational 

/5ǎ ǊŜǉǳŜǎǘŜŘ ōȅ ǘƘŜ ǎŎƘƻƻƭ ŀƴŘ ƻǾŜǊ орл ǳǎŜŘ ōƻƻƪǎ ŎƻƭƭŜŎǘŜŘ ǳƴŘŜǊ ǘƘŜ Ψ5ƻƴŀǘŜ ŀ .ƻƻƪ ǘƻ ŀ bŜŜŘȅ {ǘǳŘŜƴǘΩ /ŀƳǇŀƛƎƴ 

of EDEX LYD. This venture aims to strengthen the English exposure of the students by providing them the opportunity of 

reading contextual English. The students who have thus far, been unable to further their studies due to financial 

constraints have been given the prompt encouragement to move forward.  

Giving a helping hand to those in need is always rewarding and fulfilling. The teachers, prefects and students of Royal 

contributed in their entire mite to upgrade many other facilities at Pallededda Viduhala. Students and prefects of Royal 

went an extra mile by painting and renovating the school buildings. Royal College also took upon the responsibility of 

donating books, clothing, footwear, music instruments, sports equipment, play ground equipment, stationary and class 

room furniture whilst the grade 11 teachers of college spent a full day with Pallebedda students imparting knowledge.  

Twenty doctors from Royal College Doctor's Association (RCDA), a RCU affiliate conducted a health screening camp and 

all students of the school, amounting 350, were screened for acute and long-standing illnesses. Screening for visual 

defects, nutritional problems, dermatological problems and psychological issues were key components. Two mobile 

dental units, manned by RCDA doctors provided dental care and dental treatments including tooth extraction, scaling 

and filling were carried out. Worm treatment, together with treatment for acute conditions were provided and students 

identified as needing further follow-up were referred for appropriate care.  
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For more pictures and information on the visit to Pollebedda Viduhala, 

please visit http://www.rcu.lk/news/119-n-pollebedda-viduhala-

library-in-ampara-upgraded.html 

http://www.rcu.lk/news/119-n-pollebedda-viduhala-library-in-ampara-upgraded.html
http://www.rcu.lk/news/119-n-pollebedda-viduhala-library-in-ampara-upgraded.html
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EDEX Expo 2013 ς Tenth Edition launched 
 
aŀǊƪƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ǘŜƴǘƘ ȅŜŀǊ ƻŦ ǇǊƻǾƛŘƛƴƎ άŎƘƻƛŎŜǎΣ ƻǇǘƛƻƴǎ ŀƴŘ ƻǇǇƻǊǘǳƴƛǘƛŜǎέ ǘƻ ŜƳǇƻǿŜǊ {Ǌƛ [ŀƴƪŀƴ ȅƻǳǘƘΣ 959· 
launched its Expo 2013 edition on October 9. The exhibition will be held on January 18 -20 and 25-26 at Colombo 
and Kandy respectively. 
 
The launch event, attended by exhibitors and well wishers of the Expo, was followed by a media briefing with 
active participation of leading media partners.The launch marked a special milestone for Royal College Union 
(RCU) with great significance in its detailed and fruitful history. Royal College has weathered over 176 years of 
existence as a school and RCU has been in place for over 121 years.  
 
Since its inauguration in 1891, RCU has evolved over the yearsto bear responsibility to the society and the 
ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅƛƴ ǿƘƛŎƘ ƛǘ Ƙŀǎ ŜȄƛǎǘŜŘ ŀƴŘ ǘƘǊƛǾŜŘΦ w/¦ ŀǎ ŀ ǊŜǎǇƻƴǎƛōƭŜ ŀƭǳƳƴƛ ŀǎǎƻŎƛŀǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŎƻǳƴǘǊȅΩǎ 
premier education institution has taken on the concept of CSR to empower the youth of the nation to be 
globally competitive. EDEX which humbly debuted in 2004is proof of RCU being the tower of strength behind 
ten consecutive years of unyielding patronage as dependable alumni. 
 
EDEX Expo today, is the leading multi stakeholder platform, attracting nearly 200 exhibitors locally and in 
more than 20 other countries. This occasion bought together exhibitors and well-wishers of the upcoming 
exhibition in January. RCU Secretary Mr Manju Ariyaratne, EDEX Chairman Mr Kamal Abeysinghe, Deputy 
Chairman Mr Dilruk De Silva, of Secretary Mr Chandana Dissanayake, Treasurer  Mr. Kushan de Silva, Director - 
Brand Development Mr Waruna Haegoda, and Director - sales and Value Addition Mr Koshitha 
Peramunugamage headed the occasion.  
 
The tenth Anniversary edition of Sri LŀƴƪŀΩǎ ƭŀǊƎŜǎǘ ŜŘǳŎŀǘƛƻƴ and careers exhibition, EDEX Expo 2013 will be 
held from 18 -20 January, 2013 at BMICH and 25-26 January at KCC Kandy marking a decade of continued and 
ǳƴǇŀǊŀƭƭŜƭŜŘ ǎŜǊǾƛŎŜ ǘƻ ƴŀǘƛƻƴǎ ȅƻǳǘƘΦ ±ƛǎƛƻƴ ƻŦ 959· ƛǎ ǘƻ άŜƳǇƻǿŜǊ {Ǌƛ [ŀƴƪŀƴ ȅƻǳǘƘ ǘƻ ōŜ Ǝƭƻōŀƭƭȅ 
comǇŜǘƛǘƛǾŜέΦ  
 
The EDEX Expo has been endorsed by the Presidential Secretariat and Ministries of Education, Higher 
Education, Environment, Youth Affairs and Skills Development and Labour Relations. The Ceylon Chamber of 
Commerce, ICTA and SLAASCOM are the strategic partners of EDEX. 
 
At the Official launch of EDEX Expo 2013, Chairman EDEX Mr Kamal !ōŜȅǎƛƴƎƘŜ ǎŀƛŘ άŘǳǊƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ Ǉŀǎǘ мл ȅŜŀǊǎΣ 
we have come a long way, with the inaugural EDEX Expo launch in 2004, as the multi stake holder social 
enterprise initiative gifted to our youth by the Royal College Union. Today, due to numerous value additions, 
EDEX Expo is undisputedly regarded as the most comprehensive and largest educational and careers exhibition 
ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŎƻǳƴǘǊȅέΦ  
 
In 2008 EDEX Think Green was launched, to educate, activate and engage youth on sustainable living practices, 
with a focus on green careers. The United Nations Development Programme (UNDP) has come forward to 
endorse these green initiatives at EDEX Expo 2013. 
 
In 2010 the EDEX Magazine, Sri LŀƴƪŀΩǎ ŦƛǊǎǘ ǘǊƛ-lingual career guidance periodical was launched. Endorsed by 
the Ministry of Education in Sri Lanka, 3200 free copies of it are circulated to all national secondary schools 
and rural libraries.  
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¢ƻ ƳŀǊƪ ŀ ŘŜŎŀŘŜ ƻŦ ƛǘǎ ǎŜǊǾƛŎŜ ǘƻ ƴŀǘƛƻƴΩǎ ȅƻǳǘƘΣ 959· Ψ[ƛǾŜ ȅƻǳǊ 5ǊŜŀƳΩ ǇǊƻƎǊŀƳƳŜ ǿŀǎ ƭŀǳƴŎƘŜŘ ƻŦŦŜǊƛƴƎ 
tangible help to identified remote schools and communities. So far new or upgraded libraries and IT training 
facilities in nine schools have been set up and two school buildings were completed in Ampara and 
Okkampitiya, Monaragala.   
 
Commenting on their latest CSR initiative Mr !ōŜȅǎƛƴƎƘŜ ǎŀƛŘ ΨǘƘŜǊŜ ƛǎ ŀ ƎǊŜŀǘ ƴŜŜŘ ǘƻ ǎǳǇǇƻǊǘ Ƴƻǎǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ 
rural and remote schools that lack facilities with libraries, IT resources and other operational assistance. These 
can be fulfilled with small investments if the corporate sector can channel part of their CSR focus meaningfully 
to uplift education in rural Sri Lanka. It will be impossible for any government to fulfill these immediate needs 
with state funding alƻƴŜ ŀƴŘ ŀƭƭ ǎǘŀƪŜƘƻƭŘŜǊǎ ƛƴ ǎƻŎƛŜǘȅ ƘŀǾŜ ŀ ǊƻƭŜ ǘƻ Ǉƭŀȅ ƘŜǊŜΩ  
 
aǊ aŀƴƧǳ !ǊƛȅŀǊŀǘƴŜ ŎƻƴǾŜȅŜŘ Ƙƛǎ ǇƭŜŀǎǳǊŜ ƛƴ ōŜƛƴƎ ŀ ǇŀǊǘ ƻŦ ǘƘƛǎ Ǝƛŀƴǘ ǾŜƴǘǳǊŜΦ ά¢ƘŜ ŦŀŎǘ ǘƘŀǘ ǿŜ ƘŀǾŜ 
carried on, survived and thrived for ten long yearsspeaks volumes for the expo itselfand its standing and its 
relevance in the Sri Lankan society. With the evolving concepts of responsibility of corporate bodies to the 
society at large, we as a responsible alumni assƻŎƛŀǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŎƻǳƴǘǊȅΩǎ ǇǊŜƳƛŜǊ ŜŘǳŎŀǘƛƻƴ ƛƴǎǘƛǘǳǘƛƻƴǘƻƻƪ ƻƴ 
the concept of CSRalthough we are essentially a non-ǇǊƻŦƛǘ ƳŀƪƛƴƎ ǾƻƭǳƴǘŜŜǊ ƳŀƴƴŜŘ ŀƭǳƳƴƛ ŀǎǎƻŎƛŀǘƛƻƴέ IŜ 
thanked the team of volunteers who work tirelessly in making this endeavor a giant success. He also extended 
his appreciation to the media for playing a major role in the success story of EDEX. 
 
Mr Waruna Haegoda briefed the gathering in regards to the Branding and Promotional plan of the EDEX Expo 
where there will be over 330 exhibitor stalls with foreign exhibitors representing 20 stalls and approximately 
52,000 participants exposed to numerous higher education opportunities. The media forum, with the 
participation of leading Print and Electronic media partners, was graced by Principal Royal College Mr Upali 
Gunasekara, Secretary RCU Mr Manju Ariyaratne, Chairman EDEX Mr Kamal Abeysinghe, Deputy Chairman 
EDEX Mr Dilruk De Silva,  Secretary EDEX Mr Chandana Dissanayake, Treasurer EDEX Mr Kushan de Silva, 
Deputy Vice Chairman of the Ceylon Chamber of Commerce Mr Samantha Ranathunga, Chief Executive Officer 
of ICT Agency of Sri Lanka Mr Reshan Dewapura and Chairman of Sri Lanka Association of Software and Service 
Companies Mr Sujiva Dewaraja. Media representatives took this opportunity to discuss various topics in 
relation to the Expo and the significant 10th Anniversary Edition milestone.  
 
Details of EDEX Expo 2013 can be obtained from EDEX Secretariat at RCU Skills Centre, Royal College Union, 
Rajakeeya Mawatha, Colombo 7, Tel. (011) 3091086 &(011)5521497. Email info@edex.lk. Web: www.edex.lk 
 
 
 
 

 
  

http://www.edex.lk/
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In victory or defeat, the Royal Crew makes every stroke count 

Gold Medalist at the recently concluded Summer Olympics in London and five times World Rowing Champion 
Mahé Drysdale visits Sri Lanka on the invitation of the fast rising tea brand, t-sips. The Olympian and rowing 
legend addressed the young oarsmen at Royal College in a bid to give an insight into competitive rowing and 
inspire them for the Royal-Thomian Regatta which took place on October 27 at the Colombo Rowing Club.  
 
Rowing Advisory & Management Committee of Royal College Union (RCU) together with t-sips organized the 
opportunity for the Royal Crew to meet Mahe Drysdale and learn from his experiences as an oarsman.  
Principal Mr Upali Gunasekara, Secretary RCU Mr Manju Ariyaratne and Director of t-sips Mr Dilshan Sidiq 
attended this function.  
 
Drysdale during his visit to Royal, met with the Royal Rowing Crew who were in soared spirits about the 
Regatta on the following day. Drysdale spoke at length about his success at the London Olympics as 
emotionally taxing experience. His quiet pride in his gold medal was apparent; it was clearly the actualization 
of a long-ŎƘŜǊƛǎƘŜŘ ŘǊŜŀƳΣ ǊŜŀŎƘŜŘ ōȅ ȅŜŀǊǎ ƻŦ ŘŜŘƛŎŀǘƛƻƴ ŀƴŘ ƘŀǊŘ ǿƻǊƪΦ Iƛǎ ǾƛŜǿ ƛƴ ƭƛŦŜ ƛǎ ǘƻ άƎƛǾŜ ƛǘ ŀƭƭ ȅƻǳ 
ƘŀǾŜέ ǿƘƛƭŜ άƳŀƪƛƴƎ ŜǾŜǊȅ ǎǘǊƻƪŜ Ŏƻǳƴǘέ  
 
The road to success is dedication, hard work and confidence.  May it be team work at group races or personal 
effort at individual races, may it be with regards to any other endeavor in life, his advice to the Crew was 
ά¸ƻǳΩǾŜ ŘƻƴŜ ŀƭƭ ǘƘŜ ƘŀǊŘ ǿƻǊƪΦ ¸ƻǳΩǾŜ Ǝƻǘ ŜǾŜǊȅǘƘƛƴƎ ȅƻǳ ƴŜŜŘ ƛƴ ǇƭŀŎŜΦ LǘΩǎ ŀƭƭ ŀōƻǳǘ ǇǳǘǘƛƴƎ ƛǘ ǘƻƎŜǘƘŜǊέ  
 
Rowing requires not only a lot of physical strength but the mentality, morale and confidence to back it up.  
¢ŀƭƪƛƴƎ ŀōƻǳǘ ǘƘŜ wŜƎŀǘǘŀ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ŦƻƭƭƻǿƛƴƎ ŘŀȅΣ ƘŜ ǎŀȅǎ ά²Ƙŀǘ ȅƻǳΩǾŜ Ǝƻǘ ǘƻ Řƻ ǘƻ ƎŜǘ ƛƴ ǘƻ ǘƘŀǘ ƳƛƴŘ ǎŜǘ ƛǎΣ ǘƻ 
ǊŜƭŀȄΦ ¸ƻǳΩǾŜ ŘƻƴŜ ǘƘŜ ƘŀǊŘ ǇŀǊǘΦ ¢Ƙƛǎ ƛǎ ǘƘŜ Ŝŀǎȅ ǇŀǊǘΦ Dƻ ƻǳǘ ǘƘŜǊŜΣ ǘƘƛƴƪ ƻŦ ŀƭƭ ǘƘŜ ǘǊŀƛƴƛƴƎ ȅƻǳΩǾŜ ƘŀŘ ŀƴŘ 
ƳŀƪŜ ǎǳǊŜ ȅƻǳ ƎƛǾŜ ŜǾŜǊȅ ǎƛƴƎƭŜ ǎǘǊƻƪŜΣ ǘƘŜ ōŜǎǘ ȅƻǳΩǾŜ Ǝƻǘέ   
 
RCU and the Advisory Committee presented Mr Drysdale with tokens of appreciation for taking time of his 
busy itinerary to be with the young Royalist oarsman.  
 
The Regatta, the long standing friendly rowing rivalry between Royal College Colombo 7 and St Thomas 
College Mount Lavinia saw the victory of the Thomian Crew at a score of 38-14 despite the tough competition 
dished out by the Royal Rowing Crew.  It was clear that the regatta was not only an intense competition 
between the two schools, but an opportunity to bring both colleges together in a healthy and respected 
sporting event. 
 
It is witnessing events of the likes of the Royal-Thomian Regatta which test the physical and mental prowess of 
individuals that serves as source of inspiration the world of sporting has to offer.  
 
Royal Thomian Regatta or The Regatta is the annual rowing race between Royal College, Colombo and St. 
Thomas' College, Mt Lavinia having begun in 1962 as the Royal Thomian Boat Race that evolved into a regatta 
in 1966 and now is made up of 8 events. 'The Regatta' is the 3rd oldest sporting encounter between Royal 
College and S. Thomas' College, after the Battle of the Blues Cricket Encounter and the Rugby Encounter. 
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CƻǊ ƳƻǊŜ ǇƛŎǘǳǊŜǎ ŀƴŘ ƛƴŦƻǊƳŀǘƛƻƴ ƻƴ aŀƘŜ 5ǊȅǎŘŀƭŜΩǎ visit to Royal, click  
http://www.rcu.lk/news/108-n-in-victory-or-defeat-the-royal-crew-makes-every-stroke-count.html  

http://www.rcu.lk/news/108-n-in-victory-or-defeat-the-royal-crew-makes-every-stroke-count.html
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In appreciation of Gajan Pathmanathan 
-by  Jagath Fernando 
 
 
Gajan attended Royal College from 1966-1974 where he represented the first X1 cricket team in 1971 and 
мфтнΦ IŜ ƘŀŘ ǘƘŜ ŘƛǎǘƛƴŎǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ƳŀƪƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ƘƛƎƘŜǎǘ ŦǊŜǎƘŜǊΩǎ ǎŎƻǊŜ ƛƴ ŀ wƻȅŀƭ-Thomian match at that time 
when he most unfortunately was out just short of a well-deserved century for 97! I was fortunate enough to 
be able to watch and experience this classy knock at first hand from the other side of the wicket for the entire 
innings where we were associated in what was then a record breaking stand of 178 runs. 
 
He left for England to complete the first phase of his higher studies where he graduated from Oxford 
University and represented them in cricket. He then proceeded to Harvard University in the US to do his 
Masters after which he returned to the Cambridge University UK to do his doctorate which he did not 
complete as he was recruited by the World Bank for their Young Managers Program. He has the unique 
distinction of representing both Oxford and Cambridge at cricket. Upon completion of his undergraduate 
studies Gajan returned to Sri Lanka and represented the country in a Test match when we were still playing 
unofficial tests. He also played for Sri Lanka in the ODI team. 
 
Gajan spent the rest of his working career with the World Bank and held such positions as Operations 
Manager, Sustainable Development Department, South Asia Region. He was married to Dhammi who too 
comes from a sporting family, her brother Thiruchithampalam being a well known rugby player at Royal in his 
day. He has two daughters. The older of the two Ishani is in the 2nd year of her Medical Residency and Anjali is 
doing a Degree in Law. 
 
¢ƘŜ ŎƻƳƳŜƴǘǎ ŀōƻǾŜ ŀǊŜ ǎƻƳŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ƪŜȅ ŜǾŜƴǘǎ ŀƴŘ ŀŎƘƛŜǾŜƳŜƴǘǎ ƛƴ DŀƧŀƴΩǎ ǊŜƭŀǘƛǾŜƭȅ ǎƘƻǊǘ ƭƛŦŜΦ IƻǿŜǾŜǊ ƛŦ L 
were to finish my appreciation by simply stressing his qualities as a gentleman, I will not be doing justice to 
him, his family or you the reader. I therefore wish to make a sincere effort to weave a tapestry by depicting 
the environment in which he grew up in ways which will, hopefully, provide a more complete picture of his 
life. In every society there are some families that are known and recognized by a family name and in this 
ƛƴǎǘŀƴŎŜ ƛǘ ǿŀǎ ǎƻ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ /ƻƻƳŀǊŀǎŀƳȅ ŦŀƳƛƭȅ όǉǳƛǘŜ ƻōǾƛƻǳǎƭȅ ŦǊƻƳ Ƙƛǎ ƳƻǘƘŜǊΩǎ ǎƛŘŜ ύ of whom his Uncles 
Raju and Sathi stand out. 
 
Raju was a loved, respected and well known figure in the higher echelons of the UN Agency he worked for ς 
the UNDP. Sathi was equally well known locally having represented Sri Lanka in cricket, been an active 
member of the Tamil Union Cricket Club and ending his professional career at what was the well-known firm, 
Shaw Wallace & Hedges Ltd. 
 
wŀƧǳΩǎ ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΣ LƴŘǊŀƧƛǘ ŀƴŘ wŀŘƘƛƪŀΣ ƴŜŜŘ ƴƻ ƛƴǘǊƻŘǳŎǘƛƻƴΣ ŀƭǘƘƻǳƎƘ ōƻǘƘ ƘŀǾŜ ǎǇŜƴǘ ƳǳŎƘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜƛǊ ǿƻǊƪƛƴƎ 
lives overseas. Indrajit schooled in Harrow, UK where he played cricket and rugby for his school. He returned 
to Sri Lanka and captained both the CR & FCC and Sri Lanka at rugby and represented the Tamil Union at 
cricket. He completed his higher studies in Economics at Cambridge and Sussex University. At the time of his 
retirement, he held the position of Director Economic Affairs Commonwealth Secretariat.  Radhika  completed 
her studies in the UN school in NY and thereafter at Yale, Harvard and Cambridge. She then worked for 
sometime in Sri Lanka at the ICES before joining the UN where she has served in many capacities, including 
Special Representative for the Secretary General for Children in Armed Conflict Areas. What pedigrees!  Of 
{ŀǘƘƛΩǎ ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴ ǇǊƻōŀōƭȅ ǘƘŜ ōŜǎǘ known is his youngest daughter Anushya. We were colleagues at John Keells 
until she prematurely quit her job as the Group Finance Director. 
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DŀƧŀƴΩǎ ŦŀǘƘŜǊ Ψ  tŀǘ Ψ tŀǘƘƳŀƴŀǘƘŀƴ ǿŀǎ ŀ /ƛǾƛƭ {ŜǊǾŀƴǘ όŀ ǾŜǊȅ ǊŜǎǇŜŎǘŜŘ ǎŜǊǾƛŎŜ ƛƴ Ƙƛǎ Řŀȅ ŀƴŘ ǘƛƳŜΗύΦ [ƛǘǘƭŜ 
known about him is that he captained Jaffna Central College at cricket for two consecutive years ! He too, like 
Ƙƛǎ ǎƻƴ DŀƧŀƴΣ ǿŀǎ ŀ ǾŜǊȅ ǎƻŦǘ ǎǇƻƪŜƴ ǇŜǊǎƻƴΦ DŀƧŀƴΩǎ ŦƛǊǎǘ ōǊƻǘƘŜǊ ±ƛƧƛ ƛǎ ŀ ŘƻǳōƭŜ ŀŎŎƻǳƴǘŀƴǘ ŀƴŘ ǿƻǊƪǎ ŦƻǊ 
Ernst and Young London as an Executive Director Capital Markets. His second brother, Dai, is the Managing 
Director of George Steuart Teas who is himself an accomplished cricketer having played X1 cricket for Royal 
/ƻƭƭŜƎŜΦ 5ŀƛΩǎ ǎƻƴ 5ŜǾƛƴ ƛǎ ŀƴ ƻǳǘǎǘŀƴŘƛƴƎ ȅƻǳƴƎ ŎǊƛŎƪŜǘƛƴƎ ǇǊƻǎǇŜŎǘ ŦƻǊ {Ǌƛ [ŀnka and will captain Royal 
College at cricket in the coming season. His sister Dharshi represented Ladies College at Hockey played cricket 
for the Colts CC and completed her Degree in the US. 
 
From all that has been said above it is abundantly clear that this is a very versatile and talented family which 
can boast of many achievements both intellectually and in the arena of sports. But boasting is hardly their 
style! 
 
To my mind this is what stands out most about this family which I have known from my very early days. They 
have shown all those qualities of decency, simplicity, humility, integrity and, above all, mutual respect for all 
human beings. They are a family of true class, people who have lived by their values in a world where these 
are increasingly only spoken words. They truly epitomize the simple, honest, hardworking kinsmen of Our 
bƻǊǘƘ ǿƘƻǎŜ ƻƴŜ ŀƳōƛǘƛƻƴ ƛƴ ƭƛŦŜ ƛǎ ǘƻ ŜŘǳŎŀǘŜ ǘƘŜƛǊ ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΣ ŜŀǊƴ ŀ ƘƻƴŜǎǘ ƭƛǾƛƴƎ ŀƴŘ ƛƳǇǊƻǾŜ ǘƘŜ ƭƻǘ ƻŦ ƻƴŜΩǎ 
family. For these values they found themselves on the wrong side of the northern rebels who despised the 
cultured. On the other side of the divide they were sandwiched in a hostile majority environment that surely 
made their lives unpleasant many a time. It is no surprise then that many from this family, including Gajan, 
chose to work, live and educate their children outside the country. 
 
Yet those who know them well know they consider Sri Lanka their home and dearly look forward to the day 
that ALL such decent and peace loving citizens of this country of all ethnic origins can live together in equality, 
with mutual respect and in harmony. 
 
This then will be the greatest testimony to the life that Gajan and his family have led for all the World to see! 
 
May he Rest in Peace and May God Bless him and his family. 
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w/ ƎǊƻǳǇ ƻŦ Ψу7 engages in CSR projects 

/{w ƛƴǾƻƭǾŜǎ ƎƻƛƴƎ ōŜȅƻƴŘ ǘƘŜ ΨƳƻƴŜȅ ƳŀƪƛƴƎ ŀǎǇŜŎǘΩΣ ǘƻ ƛƴŎƭǳŘŜ ŀ ǿƛŘŜǊ ŎƻƳƳƛǘƳŜƴǘ ǘƻǿŀǊŘǎ ǘƘŜ 
betterment of our society. For members of the Royal College Union (RCU), CSR projects that involve reaching 
out to rural communities are Ƨǳǎǘ ŀƴƻǘƘŜǊ ǿŀȅ ƻŦ άǇŀȅƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ŘŜōǘ ǘƻ ŎƻƭƭŜƎŜ ŀƴŘ ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅέ 

In order to mark 25 years since passing out from wƻȅŀƭ /ƻƭƭŜƎŜΣ ǘƘŜ w/ ƎǊƻǳǇ ƻŦ Ωут ƻǊƎŀƴƛȊŜŘ ŀ ƳŜŘƛŎŀƭ ŀƴŘ ŀƴ 

eye camp in the rural village of Lihiniyawain Mathugama. The logistical support for the project was given by a 

local sports club who also handled the publicity campaign. The event took place on October 21 at Lihiniyawa 

Primary School with the participation of more than 600 individuals needing medical attention. Those who 

were subjected to medical check-ups ranging from blood tests to eye examinations were given advice on 

healthcare practices leading to healthy lifestyle. 

Medical check-ups and healthcare procedures were carried out by 12 doctors from the w/ ƎǊƻǳǇ ƻŦ Ω87 along 

with members and well wishers of the group willing to sacrifice time and effort to make this project a success.  

During this health camp, 250 vision aids were given free of charge to those who were diagnosed with visionary 

ailments while 350 participants obtained prescriptions and free medication. 

The finances for the project which amounted to Rs 250,000 was ŦǳƴŘŜŘ ōȅ ǘƘŜ ƎǊƻǳǇ ƻŦ ΩутΦ  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

CƻǊ ƳƻǊŜ ǇƛŎǘǳǊŜǎ ŀƴŘ ƛƴŦƻǊƳŀǘƛƻƴ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ /{w ǇǊƻƧŜŎǘǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ƎǊƻǳǇ ƻŦ ΩутΣ ǇƭŜŀǎŜ ŎƭƛŎƪ ƻƴ 

http://www.rcu.lk/news/105-n-rc-group-of-1987-engages-in-csr-projects.html 
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w/ DǊƻǳǇ ƻŦ Ψ85 renovates First Aid Room at college 

Being at Royal has no doubt instilled invaluable values in Royalists past and present. The supreme duty of 

ƎƛǾƛƴƎ ōŀŎƪ ǘƻ άaƻǘƘŜǊ wƻȅŀƭέ ƛǎ ƻƴŜ ƻōƭƛƎŀǘƛƻƴ ǘƘŀǘ ǿƛƭƭ ōǊƛƴƎ Ǌƻȅŀƭƛǎǘǎ ōŀŎƪ ǘƻƎŜǘƘŜǊ ƛƴ ŎƻƴǘǊƛōǳǘƛƴƎ ǘƻǿŀǊŘǎ 

where they belonged. Serving the alma mater and its inhabitants is considered a tribute of much heartfelt 

gratitude. 

wƻȅŀƭ /ƻƭƭŜƎŜ DǊƻǳǇ ƻŦ Ωур ŜƳōŀǊƪŜŘ ƻƴ ŀ ǿƻǊǘƘȅ ŎŀǳǎŜ ōȅ ǊŜŦǳǊōƛǎƘƛƴƎΣ ǊŜƴƻǾŀǘƛng and equipping the First 

Aid Room at Royal College in loving memory of batch mates who had departed this life. With a large 

population of 8,400 students, this was a long felt need and an important one at that. 

The refurbished First Aid Room was handed over to the school authorities on October 23 in the presence of 

Principal Mr Upali Gunasekara, Secretary Royal College Union (RCU) Mr Manju Ariyaratne, President and 

{ŜŎǊŜǘŀǊȅ ƻŦ w/DΩур aǊ wŀƧƛǾ bŀƴŀȅŀƪƪŀǊŀ ŀƴŘ aǊ Sumith Amarasinghe respectively. 

The First aid room now holds state-of-the-art health care equipment that will ensure students receiving 

enhanced first-aid primary care. Instruments for the medical room include the sterilization equipment, 

thermometers, three medical examination beds as per WHO/UN standards, nebulizer machines, refrigeration 

facilities. The group of '85 will continue to maintain this First Aid Room as an ongoing project. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

CƻǊ ƳƻǊŜ ǇƛŎǘǳǊŜǎ ŀƴŘ ƛƴŦƻǊƳŀǘƛƻƴ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ŀŎǘƛǾƛǘƛŜǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ƎǊƻǳǇ ƻŦ ΩурΣ ǇƭŜŀǎŜ ŎƭƛŎƪ ƻƴ 

http://www.rcu.lk/news/106-n-rc-group-of-1985-renovate-and-upgrade-first-aid-room-at-college.html 
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